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A Study on the Use of Language Learning Strategies by the First-Year
and Third-Year Students at Chiang Mai University
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The purposes of this study were to study language learning strategies used by first-year
and third-year Chiang Mai University students and to compare the use of the students’ learning
strategies according to their genders and course levels. The instrument used to collect data was
the Oxford’s Strategy Inventory for Language Learning (SILL) Version 7.0. The SILL was translated
into the Thai language and adapted to suit the Thai context. The SILL consists of six categories:
memory, cognitive, compensation, metacognitive, affective and social strategies. 352 subjects

were randomly taken from first-year and third-year students enrolled in the foundation and intermediate
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English courses. The data was analysed through an analysis of variance (ANOVA) to find the mean
and standard deviation. Results from the survey indicated that first-year and third-year students
used English learning strategies moderately in all categories. Metacognitive strategies were most
frequently used among the students while they showed the least use of memory strategies.
It was also found that the genders and course levels did not affect the use of learning strategies.
However, findings showed that males used cognitive strategies significantly more often than

females, and females used affective strategies significantly more frequently than males.
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