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Abstract

This qualitative research examined learning spaces for Thai classical music at the
Bunditpatanasilpa Institute (BI) as well as the impact of learning spaces on education, identity,
vision, and mission at the Bl. The study was conducted by non- participant observation and
interviews with 1) lecturers in Thai music from Bl Music and Drama as well as Art Education
faculties; 2) Thai music students from the Bl Faculties of Music and Drama and Art Education;
and 3) BI College of Dramatic Arts and School of Dramatic Arts alumni who graduated from
1997 to 2016.

Results were that two physical areas existed, the Wang Na and Salaya areas. In terms
of Thai music learning area dimensions, Bl has three main dimensions: 1) The educational
dimension of national Thai art and royal music 2) The social integrated learning area dimension
of students, teachers, and teachers as community members sharing interest 3) learning area
dimensions by transfer of Thai music culture. The effect of learning area dimensions on
education was that the dimension of Thai music instruction according to tradition inspired
intimate respect for teachers leading to feelings of connection within Bl and cultivating
knowledge of cultural traditions through studying ritual songs, ancient melodies, and practice
exercises for good musicianship. As a result, students were proud to become part of the
tradition of Thai music and musical culture performance, enabling them to gain real work
experience, build confidence, and strengthen Thai musical skills. Studying with like-minded
people led to friendships and contentedness in studying for self-improvement in learmning
music with experts in Thai dance music, creating a sense of respect for studying in the
instructor’ s alma mater and inspiration. In addition, it was found that the learning space
dimension affected the representative identity of Bl as an outstanding arts institute in the
fields of Thai music and dance. An educational and study legacy follows time-honored
traditions, maintaining royal music, which results in Bl students and staff identity being based

on respect for instructors.
Keywords: Learning space, Thai classical music, Bunditpatanasilpa Institute.
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