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Abstract

This research consists purposes were 1. to examine the historical geography and geopolitical characteristics
that contributed to the strategic significance of Mueang Som and 2. to analyze the role of the Vice Governor
(Uparaja) of Mueang Som in 1827 (B.E. 2370), based on the official military records of the Vientiane Campaign
documented in The Royal Chronicles of King Rama Ill, Volume 3. This qualitative study employed semi-
structured interviews as the primary research instrument. The study participants consisted of five key informants
who were selected through purposive sampling according to predetermined eligibility criteria. Data obtained
from the interviews, together with relevant historical documents and archival records, were analyzed using
content analysis. The findings revealed that 1) the Vice Governor of Mueang Som and the geopolitical
characteristics of Mueang Som were of strategic importance to both the Kingdom of Vientiane and the Kingdom
of Siam. Supporting evidence derived from geographical features, archaeological discoveries in Nam Som District,
Udon Thani Province, archaeological sites in neighboring areas and corroborative historical evidence from other
reliable sources indicates that the geopolitical landscape of Mueang Som constituted a strategically significant
frontier and 2) The Vice Governor of Mueang Som played a crucial role that substantially influenced the political
and military developments during the period 1826-1829 (B.E. 2369-2372), particularly under the socio-cultural
and administrative influence of the Lan Xang Kingdom of Vientiane. During the Lan Xang period, Mueang Som
is presumed to have encompassed an extensive territory covering areas that today correspond to
Suwannakhuha District in Nong Bua Lamphu Province Na Yung District and Nam Som District in Udon Thani
Province and Sangkhom District in Nong Khai Province. Nevertheless, owing to the geopolitical significance of
Mueang Som and the pivotal role of its Vice Governor in 1827, these factors contributed to the strategic
circumstances that ultimately compelled the Vientiane army to withdraw and regroup behind the fortified walls

of Vientiane.
Keywords: The Viceroy, Mueang Som, Lan Xang
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