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Learner Autonomy of English as a Foreign Language: A Case Study

of Chinese Students in a Thai Private University

Nawapruk Ruenroeng’
Singhanat Nomnian?

Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study Learner Autonomy of English as a
Foreign Language: A Case Study of Chinese Students in a Thai Private University. A sample of
169 Chinese students in a Thai private university, among 3™ year undergraduate students in
2019 was asked to answer a set of 5 rating scale questionnaire. The questionnaire had reliability
at 0.97. The collected data were analyzed by using percentage, mean, standard deviation and
semi — structured interview.

The results were as follows: English learning and English awareness were at a

moderate level (X = 3.29, S.D. = 0.78). The mean scores were ranked from a high level to a
low level. Learner autonomy in motivation (X =3.49,S.D. = 0.81), Learner autonomy in ability
(X = 3.47, S.D. = 0.88), Learner autonomy in confidence (X = 3.29, S.D. = 0.90), Learner
autonomy in learning strategy (X =3.12, SD. = 0.81), Learner autonomy in socio-cultural
learning (X = 3.05, S.D. = 0.94)

The result of the interview found that Chinese students explored various sources

of English language learning autonomy to build their confidence in learning English. Moreover,

this study benefits of English teachers who teach Chinese students.

Keywords: English language learning autonomy, English as a foreign language, Chinese students
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