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Leatherback Sea Turtle Conservation Behavior of People in Thai Mueang Beach, Thai

Mueang District, Phang Nga Province, Thailand
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Kanang Kantamaturapoj?

Abstract

The objective of this study was to study leatherback sea turtle conservation behavior
of people in Thai Mueang beach, Thai Mueang district, Phang Nga province in order to examine
differences of factors affecting leatherback sea turtle conservation behavior and to recommend
guidelines for improving the efficiency of leatherback sea turtle conservation to people in Thai
Mueang district, Phang Nga province. This research used both quantitative and qualitative
approach. Questionnaire survey was conducted with 360 respondents. In additions, 4
informants were interviewed. Data analysis includes descriptive statistics including percentage,
mean, standard deviation (S.D.), and inferential statistics for hypothesis testing and variable
correlation testing. For analytical measurements, there are t-test statistics, One-way ANOVA,
and LSD or Fisher’s Least — Significant Different for pair comparisons.

The study found that most of the respondents had leatherback sea turtle conservation
behavior at a moderate level (26.94%), followed by the least level (25.83%). This study also
showed that ages, educational levels, marital status, occupations, average monthly income,
periods of living in the area, experiences of activity participation, knowledge of leatherback sea
turtle conservation, and attitudes towards leatherback sea turtle conservation have differently
affected leatherback sea turtle conservation in statistical significance at 0.05. Two
recommendations were proposed; 1) related agencies should disseminate the knowledge of
leatherback sea turtle to general public through radio, television and online media since the
study showed that radio, television, and online media are the ways which are able to approach
most knowledge; 2) public sectors should organize meetings with the business owners on Thai
Mueang beach in order to raise awareness and collaborate in watching over the beach and

lights which have an impact on nesting of leatherback sea turtle during nesting season.

Keyword: behavior/ conservation/ leatherback sea turtle
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