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State of the Knowledge, Policy and Intervention to Solve the Problem of Teenage

Pregnancy: The Strategic Recommendations
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Pensri Sanguansing®
Phongsak Sakultaksin®
Abstract

The paper aims to 1) analyze the state of knowledge, information systems, the measures of
resolution in regard to teenage pregnancy problems 2) research systems gap and recommmendation
for research systems regarding teenage pregnancy solutions. Data collection includes 1) a review
literature between 2013-2019 related to teenage pregnancy in Thailand together with theoretical
lens analysis 2) In-depth interviews with 8 informants including academic experts, research manager
and government and non government officers. The content analysis was done from research papers
and interviews.

Teen pregnancy is determined by the complex, multi level social dimensions which are
related to social determinants of health and social vulnerabilities of young people. However,
epidemiological information systems still do not reflect all the information that identifies the
problem. Most studies have found that it is within the framework of behavioral model that aimed at
solving individual level. Most of them tend to focus on the lack knowledge and the limit of access
to contraceptive services that determine teenage pregnancy. In line with the international knowledge
that has been stated teenage pregnancy, research framework should be related to social inequality
focusing structural explanation of social vulnerability and multiple disadvantage (intersectionality).
This is required a framework from trans-disciplines, muti-level perspectives, research methods and
social change strategies. Research systems tend to be for the knowledge based that is needed to
cooperate with the users with focusing to intervene the structural to the change of the mechanism
and structure to solve the problem of teen pregnancy. This article serves to promote the
understanding of the crucial determinants related to teenage pregnancy in Thailand and to
demonstrate the challenges and agenda of research knowledge and research system strategies to
tackle teenage pregnancy problem effectively.

Keywords : teenage pregnancy, state of knowledge, social determinants of health, research strategies
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