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The Study of Music Instruction for Ear Training in Graduate Studies

A Case Study: Bachelor of Music Program, College of Music, Mahidol University

Pimtawan Lapwanich®, Pimonmas Promsukkul®, Chalinee Suriyonplengsaeng’, Preeyanun Promsukkul®

Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to investigate the following five dimensions of music
instruction methods for ear training in undergraduate studies :1) Defining teaching objectives; 2)
Teaching methods; 3) Teaching content; 4) Learning activities and 5) Evaluation by studying data
collected from the semi-structured interviews and non-participant observation of 3 instructors of
ear training, 3 student representatives and 1 course leader in ear training.

The results on the five dimensions revealed the following: 1) In defining teaching
objectives, the objectives in the course description were determined by the course leader; 2
instructors focused on teaching in harmony and 1 instructor focused on all content. 2) For
teaching methods, the focus was on self-practice and the use of integrated teaching methods,
namely lecture, demonstration and practice. 3) The teaching content was based on the course
description and was always in the same direction. Additional appointments were made with
students on the topics in which the students were either interested or not performing well. 4) As
for learning activities, the steps and activities depended on each instructor and always included a
piano as teaching media. 5) In the area of evaluation, the evaluation should be clearly divided
into sections and evaluated both during and after the course. In the interviews with instructors
and students, it was suggested that clear objectives should be set for instructors to follow correctly
and in the same direction. Furthermore, meetings should always be held together with the use
of integrated teaching methods, namely lecture, demonstration and practice. Extra time should
be arranged on topics of student interest or areas in which students are not performing well.
Instructors should always have a piano and technology as teaching media. Instructors should give

assignments for students to practice, while the evaluation should show clear scoring categories.

> Graduate Student, M.A. in Music Education, College of Music, Bansomdejchaopraya Rajabhat University
8 | ecturer of Western Music, College of Music, Bansomdejchaopraya Rajabhat University
7 Lecturer of Western Music, College of Music, Bansomdejchaopraya Rajabhat University

8 ecturer of Music Education, College of Music, Mahidol University
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