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THE ALLUSION TO THAI LITERATURES AND TALES IN
CONTEMPORARY NIRAT: CONTINUITY AND CREATION

Porntep Tochayangkoon

Abstract

An allusion to Thai literatures and tales has continuously
related to the process of Thai literatures creation in particular the
one called “Nirat”. The poets has employed the allusion as one of
literary techniques playing significant role to convey message, create
emotion, expand content as well as link the co-experience of authors
and the readers’ which does not only show the profundity of the
written works but also reflects the authors and the readers’ wisdom
and the popularity of alluded literatures and tales. Classical Nirats
often allude to characters’ far-away depicted in another literatures
or tales for the purpose of linking the poet’s longing for love and to
emphasize that their sorrow is much more than those characters’. In
this study, 4 selected contemporary Nirats, namely “Lam Nam Phu
Kra Dung” by Angkarn Kanlayanapong, “Mai Het Ruam Samai” by
Paiboon Wongtes, “Klon Klom Lok” by Paiwarin Khao-ngam and

“Khlong Nirat Mae Moh” by Kongpob Ruensiri were studied.

*  Lecturer, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Mahidol University
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The study reveals that the contemporary Nirats refer to char-
acters, events, scenes and main context as well as composing style
and comparison of other stories. The study also reveals a notable
remark that the objective of the allusion to Thai literatures and tales
employed in contemporary Nirats is more distinct and various than
classical Nirats; the poets refers to texts and another events which
do not relate to characters’ far-away to expand Narats’ content as
well as share experience and emotion playing prominent role in
conveying the poets’ attitude and criticism of society. It can be said
that contemporary Nirats inherit the allusion technique employed in
classical Nirats but they adapt it to be appropriate to contemporary

poetry's objective and mission.

Keyword: allusion; contemporary Nirats
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