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Abstract

This study aims to 1) determine database to calculate cost per production unit and 2) analyze
cost per production unit of Mahasarakham University. Research population includes 45,409 graduate and
undergraduate students who have enrolled in the university (the data of 2019 fiscal year on October 1,
2018 — September 30, 2019 or 2018 academic year). Qualitative and quantitative record forms were
applied to collect the data. The process of data collection started on October 1, 2018 — September 30,
2019. The study of cost per production unit of Mahasarakham University collected expenses of financial
statement in 2019 fiscal year. The data was divided to indirect and direct cost, depending on types of
expense and identified main section and supportive section. For the other expenses cannot be identified
a responsible section, the expense was shared to main section and supportive section, and expense of
supportive section was shared to main section. The process used costing allocation which was FTES
(Full time equivalent student). The appearance of total cost was called “cost per production unit”.

The research revealed the cost of student production of Mahasarakham University, 2019 fiscal
year (or 2018 academic year). The total cost was 2,648,646,931.96 baht per total number of student
45,409 people. The cost per production unit was 58,328.64 baht per person per year. The budget was
divided to government budget 1,137,777,453.17 baht, calculated as 42.96 percent and income budget
1,510,869,478.79 baht, calculated as 57.04 percent. According to cost allocation in 2019 fiscal year, it
presented level of cost of student production in each section of the university. The highest cost to produce
student was Faculty of Medicine. The cost per student production was 426,679.45 baht per person per
year. Secondly, Walairukhavej Botanical Research Institute was 362,000.33 baht per person per year.
Thirdly, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Science was 258,286.56 baht per person per year.

The least cost of student production was Faculty of Laws, the cost per student production was 54,459.45
baht per person and year.

The result reveals that cost per production of Mahasarakham University is not different in activity
and productivity. The data of cost of student production can be applied to compare, evaluate and plan.
The study of cost per production on research, academic service and preserving art and culture is
managed by faculties and other sections. Their management is likely difference on objective and goal
of productivity. As a result, the information of cost per production of each section cannot be compared.
The criteria of costing allocation to produce student uses FTES process (Full time equivalent students).
The result of allocation of each section is different because of their mission and teaching and learning
management. This research presents the following recommendations. The system of data collection should
be developed continuously, in order to facilitate the calculation of cost per production, and the result of this
study should be reported to the university’s administrator. The information can be used to plan university’s
strategies and a guideline to increase income and reduce expenses of the university, and becomes

beneficial report to allocate annual budget further.
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