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ABSTRACT

The first objective of this study is to evaluate the happiness of the community by local people
living in Koh Lohn, Rawai Subdistrict, Phuket, Thailand. And the second objective is to suggest the way to
enhance the happiness level of people living in Koh Lohn, Rawai Subdistrict, Phuket, Thailand.

The population of this research were 238 peoples who living in Koh Lon, Rawai Sub-district,
Phuket Province. The population could be divided into 3 groups which were people who are directly
involved in tourism management, people who are indirectly involved in tourism management, and people
who do not participate in tourism management. The researcher used Taro Yamane sample size equation
to stipulate the sample size equal to 150 local people and utilized the purposive sampling technique. In
this research used questionnaire that asked the opinion of the happiness of community tourism. To
analyze the finding, the researcher uses the happiness indicator referable to Gross National Happiness
(GNH) indicator. The statistics used in this research is frequency distribution, percentage, mean and
standard deviation, t-test and f-test.

The result of this study found that the local people who leave in tourist area have happiness at
the highest level. The total of subjective well-being (SWB) and objective well-being (OWB) at the highest
level. A comparison results after local people were joined the community-based tourism management
found that the local people happiness level rise than formerly.The ways to enhance happiness level of
people living in Koh Lohn, Rawai Subdistrict, Phuket, Thailand were proposed, as followed: 1) establishes
guidelines and procedure of community-based tourism for local people and local entrepreneur.
2) promote and increase the direct interaction of local people in the community. 3) encourage people in
the community to produce and/or enhance local products to become a souvenir for selling to tourists.
4) create the all year round travel schedule to notify the tourists that the community can visit in every

season.

Keyword: Happiness Indicator, Community Based Tourism, Subjective Well-being, Objective Well-being
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