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Abstract

This article explores the salad dai plant in Thai culture. Research
indicates that salad dai has been a part of Thai literature since the
Ayutthaya period. Its presence is also notable in historical texts,
literature, folklore, and religious architecture. This suggests a broad
familiarity with and use of salad dai among the Thai people. In
literature, poets reference salad dai, often with a focus on its aesthetic
appeal. The plant’s name is also used in naming places, reflecting its
significance in toponymy. In culinary contexts, especially in eastern
Thailand, salad dai is used as a food ingredient. Traditional Thai
medicine utilizes salad dai for its healing properties. Additionally, in
ceremonies and rituals, it is used alongside other sacred plants like
sandalwood and krissana wood in royal funerals.
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Figure 1: Malayan Spurge Tree
Note. From Catthaleeya Aungthongkamnerd
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Figure2: Sketch of nine-topped pagoda, Salad Dai Prang Wat
Phra Si Rattana Mahathat, Suphanburi
Note. From Somjai Nimlek
https://www.silpa-mag.com/history/article_5359
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