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An Investigation of Students’ Experiences with

Corpus-based Approach on High School Students
English Paragraph Writing

')

Ny

Noppawan Jantarabang, Khomkrit Tachom
Doctor of Philosophy Program in English,
School of Liberal Arts, University of Phayao

Corresponding Author, E-mail: raccoonair57@gmail.com

Abstract

This research aims to (1) examine the effectiveness of Corpus-
based Approach on students’ grammatical competence for writing
narrative paragraphs, and (2) to examine students’ attitude towards using
a Corpus-based Approach instructional material to improve upon the
students’ paragraph writing skills. Thirty-four Grade 11 students are used
as participants. The mixed-method research design is adopted in the
present research. The instruments are as follows: (1) pre-writing and
post-writing ability tests; (2) learner diaries; and (3) semi-structured
interview. Frequency, percentage, error analysis, and content analysis
are adopted for data analysis.

To examine the effectiveness of Corpus-based Approach on
students’ grammatical competence for writing narrative paragraphs, the
results reveals that the frequencies of the students’ grammatical errors
found in the writing ability test (330) after learning are lower than the
errors found in the writing ability test (504) before learning. To examine
students’ attitude towards using a Corpus-based Approach instructional
material to improve upon the students’ paragraph writing skills, the
learners’ diaries show students’ positive attitudes towards learning
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through Corpus-based Approach in writing classes and using corpus
websites helped students to avoid committing grammatical writing and
lexical errors. The results from the semi-structured interviews also
indicate the benefits of corpus materials as it is beneficial for error
corrections and developing the students’  English writing ability,
grammatical writing ability, and vocabulary usage. The important findings
from this research are that Corpus-based Approach can be an effective
method for teaching writing, improving students’ grammatical ability and

vocabulary knowledge.

Keywords: Paragraph Writing; Corpus-based Approach;

Teaching and Language Corpora

Introduction

Writing is the creative act of putting our imagination and thoughts
into words. It is the creative imagination of displaying what we have in
mind into test and making it possible for all to see easily. The ability to
write is not a naturally acquired skill. It is usually learned or culturally
transmitted as a set of practices in formal instructional setting. In fact,
writing is an outward expression of what is going in the writer’ s mind.
Hyland (2003) believes that performance in language development is
subject to improvement in writing skills. A text of an effective ESL writer
must be cohesive, logical, clearly structured, interesting and properly
organized with a wide range of vocabulary and mastery of conventions
in mechanics (Jacobs, 1981). The development of writing skill influences
tremendous attention for its learning and teaching from the beginning of
language education. Nunan (1989) argues that writing is an extremely
difficult cognitive activity which requires the learner to have control over
various factors. These factors vary from academic background and
personal interest of the writer to various psychological, linguistic and
cognitive phenomena (Dar & Khan, 2015; Haider, 2012).

UTIMEFIUMIPAINTUIIVINGIAY | 11585THIUNITTUTBIAUAMIN TC (NGWT 2)
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In Thailand for example, EFL context where English language is
mainly used in academic settings (e.g. schools, colleges, and universities)
and in the workplace. Thai EFL writing learners, however, encounters a
lot of writing problems/difficulties that needs amelioration, as has been
seen in many prior research studies ( Boonyarattanasoontorn, 2017,
Kaweera, 2013; Noom-ura, 2013; Thongmee & Meesri, 2019,
Watcharapunyawong & Usaha, 2013). Previous studies have attempted to
explore Thai students’ writing problems in various areas (e.g. L1 lexical
interference, L1 negative transfer, grammatical and lexical inaccuracy)
and ways to improve their writing abilities.  Interestingly, several studies
(Boontam & Phoocharoensil, 2018; Chang, 2010; Kularb & Noom-ura,
2015) suggest that Corpus-based Approach can be an effective method
for improving students’ problems in writing and vocabulary usage.
Therefore, the present study adopted the Corpus-based Approach as the
conceptual framework to enhance students’ paragraph writing ability.

The present research examined the effectiveness of Corpus-
based Approach on the students’ writing ability in terms of grammatical
ability for writing through the use of errors analysis and investigate the
students’  attitudes towards using the Corpus-based Approach to
improve their writing ability. The students’ pre and post writing ability
tests were used as the data for error analysis and the learner diaries and
the semi-structure interview were also used to investigate the students’

attitudes towards the adopted approach.

Research Objectives

1. To examine the effectiveness of Corpus-based Approach on
students’ grammatical competence for writing narrative paragraphs.

2. To examine students’ attitude towards using a Corpus-based

Approach to improve the students’ paragraph writing skills.

Noppawan Jantarabang and Khomkrit Tachom
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Research Methodology
This study adopted a qualitative approach to explore the writing
problems, factors that hamper writing development, and suggestions to
improve writing skills of senior high school students. The research was
carried out to answer the following research questions:
1) What are the effects of using a Corpus-Based Approach on
the students’ English paragraph writing?
2) What are the students’ attitudes towards using the
Corpus-Based Approach to improve their paragraph writing ability?
Population and Samples
The populations of the study were Thirty-four Grade 11 students
at Latyaowitthayakhom School, Nakhon Sawan. The school was chosen
as the research site on convenience basis because the researcher has
worked in this school and intended to promote the students’ writing
ability. In addition, the students who participated in this study have had
some problems with writing in English and they also needed to develop
their English writing skills. The students enrolled in the English Reading
and Writing Course in academic Year 2019.
Research Instruments
The instruments of this study included (1) pre-and post-writing
ability test, (2) student learner diaries, and (3) semi-structured interview
questions.
1. Pre-writing and Post-writing Ability Test
The learmner corpus of 68 pre-and post-written works were
used to investigate the students’ writing ability before and after the
instruction, all 34 participants wrote narrative writing for pre-test. An
error classification was constructed following the concepts of error
analysis. The errors were categorized into four groups: grammar,

structure, spelling and punctuation.
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2. Student Learner Diaries

The learner diaries were employed to find out the shreds of
evidence of the students' own learning and skills development. It was
used as a record of what they have learned, tried, and critically reflected
upon. The students were assigned to write their learners diary on five
different topics as a writing task after every class.

3. Semi-structured Interview Questions

The semi-structured interview was conducted on 18
participants. The participants were randomly selected from a class of 34
students. They were selected based on their grade points, with 6
excellent students, 6 good students, and 6 average students with their
answers used for finding suitable previously unknown qualitative trends

and issues, explore new areas of the research interest.

Results

This section presents the results of the present study. The
results are divided into two main parts according to the research
questions. Part 1 shows the results of the error analysis as a means to
the progress of the students’ grammatical ability learned through
Corpus-based Approach. Part 2 reveals the results drawn from the
learner diaries and semi-structure interview.

1. What are the effects of using a Corpus-Based Approach on
the students’ English paragraph writing?

In order to answer Research Question 1, the data taken from

error analysis are shown in the following table.

Pre-writing Test Post-writing Test
Types Of Errors/ Error Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage
Categories of Errors of Errors of Errors of Errors
(Places) (%) (Places) (%)
Grammar
1. Articles 14 2.78 4 1.21
2. Tenses 75 14.88 57 17.27
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3. Conjunctions 24 4.76 8 2.42
4. Prepositions 14 2.78 6 1.82
5. Auxiliaries 7 1.39 2 0.61
6. Word Forms 1.79 4 1.21
7. Singular and Plural Nouns 8 1.59 3 0.91
8. Pronouns 21 4.17 13 3.94
9. Word Order 14 2.78 13 3.94
10. Subject-Verb Agreements 16 3.17 14 4.24
11. Infinitives 5 0.99 1.52
12. Relative Clauses 12 2.38 1.21
13. Word Choices 20 397 10 3.03

Structure
14. Fragments 35 6.94 17 5.15
15. Run-on Sentences 26 5.16 21 6.37

Spelling
16. Capitalization 67 13.29 61 18.48
17. Spelling 50 9.92 8 242

Punctuation
18. Punctuation 87 17.26 70 21.21

Total 504 100 330 100

Table 1: Comparison of Errors found in Pretest to Posttest

According to table 1, the error types of writing ability before and

after learning through corpus-based approach, based on the analysis of

grammatical, structural, spelling and punctuation errors, it can be seen

that the overall number of grammatical errors of the post-writing ability

test (330 errors) were lower than that of the pre-test (504 errors). The

almost all (15 types: articles, conjunctions, prepositions, auxiliaries, word

forms, singular and plural nouns, pronouns, word order, subject-verb

agreement, infinitives, relative clauses, word choices, fragments, run
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sentences, and spelling) error types were frequently made in the post
writing test, whereas there were only three error types ( tenses,
capitalization, and punctuation) whose percentage of the errors were
still high in the post-writing test. The most striking result to emerge from
the data is that the aspects of errors pertaining to students’ vocabulary
use (conjunctions, prepositions, word choices, and spelling) were lower
nearly a half from that of pre-writing ability test.

In the pre-test, the student committed 504 grammatical errors
and the most errors committed with the greatest problem being the use
of punctuation (17.26% ), the second and third most found errors were
the misuse of tenses and capitalization (14.88%  and 13.29% ,
respectively). The other types of errors, for example, spelling errors
(9.92%) and fragments (6.94%) were least frequently found.

According to the students’ writing ability test after learning, the
total number of error frequencies was 330 which reduced by nearly a
half from the before learning errors. The table revealed the most errors
found were grammatical errors with the use of tenses (17.27% ). The
second and the third most frequently found errors were with
punctuations and capitalization (21.21% and 18.79%, respectively). The
other types of errors, such as run-on sentences (6.37) and fragments
(5.15) were also identified.

In summary, the scores of the pre-test and the post-test seem to
suggest that the corpus-based approach can be a useful teaching
method in helping EFL students to develop their writing ability.

2) What are the students’ attitudes towards using the
Corpus-Based Approach to improve their paragraph writing ability?

To answer Research Question 2, the data from semi-structure

interview and learner diaries were used the results are illustrated in the

following sections.
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1. Results from Semi-structure Interview

The semi-structured interview was conducted on 18 participants.
The participants were randomly selected from a class of 34 students.
They were selected based on their grade point average, with 6 excellent
students, 6 good students and 6 average students. The students’
responses to each interview question are as follows.

Interview question 1: What’ s your viewpoint on narrative
writing in the English language using corpus approach?

About 90% of the interviewees expressed positive attitudes
towards narrative writing using a corpus-based approach. They indicated
that it helped build up one’s creative imaginative skills and enhanced
the way they expressed themselves. One student indicated that:

| can explain how certain events unfolded with ease and
accuracy.” (Interviewee 1, 2019)

Interview question 2: What is your typical proofreading or
editing process like when writing a narrative paragraph?

Most of the student’s, 70% and above, accepted using one or
more Corpus technologies in their learning processes and skill practices.
Phones, computers and tablets are some of the resources that drive the
student’” s motivation and achievements and help to enhance their
proofreading and editing skills when writing a narrative paragraph. One
student expressed the following feeling:

“I prefer using the https://www.lextutor.ca/ since the website
gives an insight into both vocabulary and grammar and also for
sentence structure formation.” (Interviewee 3a, 2019)

Interview question 3: Where do you always turn to for
assistance when writing an English paragraph?

Most students, almost 95% used websites well with valuable
materials such as various online search engines for assistance when they
needed some guidelines to avoid committing errors. The example of

comment from one student is listed below.
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“ Most often than not, | use the Google search engine on my
phone to research on a few things while writing.” (Interviewee 3b, 2019)

Interview question 4: How would you assess concordance as
writing assistance for your narrative writing?

The majority of the interviewees saw concordance as a very vital
tool for narrative writing. They believed that concordance helped by
increasing the amount of exposure, awareness of appropriateness and
association between lexical items and grammar. The example of one
student’s report is presented below.

“The concordance really made things easy for me and helped
to activate my memory to retain certain difficult words and phrases from
all the sample sentences | read from the concordance lines. ”
(Interviewee 5, 2019)

Interview question 5: Are there any advantages of using corpus
data and concordance as a guide to your narrative writing? How?

All of the students concluded that there are far reaching positive
effects of using corpus data and concordance in narrative writing. They
concluded that there are many new meanings of words that enter the
dictionaries, so, upgrading dictionaries is possible while using corpus. One
student’s report is presented below.

“ They help me detect new meanings of words that were
otherwise strange and difficult, now | can confidently apply new
vocabularies into my narrative writings.” (Interviewee 9, 2019)

2. Results Obtained from Leaners’ Diary

The students were assigned to write their learners diary on five
different topics as a writing task after every class. The following are
extracts from the students’ learning diaries 1-5 with effects on their
writing exercise from exercise 1 to 5.

Students’ Learner Dairy 1: Some students said about learning
new words which they have never known before. Thus, the corpus

helped them learned more vocabulary, and understood sentence
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structures and how to write paragraphs in English.  One student
commented:

“| learned new words that | never knew before, which were vital
and improved upon my writing skills a lot.” (Student 13, Personal
Communication, 2019)

Students’ Learner Dairy 2: Concerning the second progressive
writing activity, most students agreed that they understood the purpose
of using corpus-based vocabulary activities. One student stated that:

“ Corpus is more practical than the usual traditional dictionary.
Also, it gives me an inside meaning of words | never knew of, and | could
see the context of most words.” (Student 21, Personal Communication,
2019)

Students’ Learner Dairy 3: According to the third activity, there
was a sizeable difference as their writing abilities also improved using
corpus-based activities. In their responses, it reveals that corpus-based
vocabulary activities promoted deducing the meaning from the context
strategy which was a survival skill for the language learners. Students
had a positive feeling like self-confidence in the learning process. One
student stated that:

“Because of the corpus, | am strongly motivated to become an
English teacher in the future. When | become a teacher, | will use the
corpus-based approach to instill valuable knowledge to my students,
easily and coherently.” (Student 25, Personal Communication, 2019)

Students’ Learner Dairy 4.

In the fourth writing class, the students perceived that the use of
corpus-based materials helped them to finish their writing assignments.
In addition, new content words and transitional words gained from the
writing class assisted them to write some interesting stories. Most
importantly, the corpus-based lessons allowed the students to know
more about the meanings of words with appropriate contexts. One
student stated that:
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“| could use the vocabulary to create stories and improve on my
creativity.” (Student 31, Personal Communication, 2019)

Students’ Learner Dairy 5.

In the last writing class, the students felt that learning words via
corpus-based devices provided them with encouragement to use words
to write some specific cultural topics. Moreover, the students learned
about from some certain sample sentences which made the writing
easier to them and encouraged them to write more interesting
paragraphs. One student stated that:

“ | learned new words about festivals in Thailand such as
conclusive, evidence, anthems, inherited. These words encouraged me
to write about festivals and traditions and also sample sentences helped
me to create the story correctly.” (Student 4, Personal Communication,
2019)

In summary, it can be seen from the results above that the
students had improved their English writing abilities through a corpus-
based approach and they had positive attitudes towards the use of
corpus-based approach to enhance their English writing abilities. From
the results, it seems that the corpus-based approach can be used to
promote EFL students’ English writing abilities as the corpus provides the
students with example of language used in daily life and in academic
contexts.

Discussion

To answer the Research Question Two, the results from errors
analysis of the writing ability test before and after learning through
the corpus-based approach were used. The results of the error
analysis of the students’ writing ability tests also supported the
benefits of using corpus-based approach in developing students’
narrative paragraph writing as the students’ frequencies of errors found

in the writing ability test after learning were lower than that of the
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before learning test. This might have been because the students had
more exposure to the use of corpus data when they participated in the
writing activities and tasks for several weeks. In accordance with the
present results, previous studies have demonstrated that of Girgin (2011)
who investigated the effectiveness of lower level EFL students learning
English erammar using corpus-based activities. The results showed that
the students were able to successfully use corpus-based exercises in
studying target grammar structures. In addition, it was observed that the
use of corpus-based tasks in studying target erammar constructs yielded
comparable results when compared to the use of a course book.

To answer the Research Question Four, the results from the
learners’ diaries and semi-structure interviews were utilized. The
findings from research question 4 revealed how the corpus-based
approach instruction enhanced students’ paragraph writing in a positive
way. Students’ attitudes towards using corpus data as materials for
learning were positive as corpus linguistics provides a more objective view
of language than that of introspection, intuition, and anecdotes. John
Sinclair (1998) pointed out that this is because speakers do not have
access to the subliminal patterns which run through a language. A
corpus-based analysis can investigate almost any language patterns,
lexical, structural, lexico-grammatical, discourse, phonological, and
morphological. There were similarities between the attitudes expressed
by the students in this study and those described by Foomani and
Khalaji (2016).

New Body of Knowledge

The new body of knowledge gained from the present study is
the use of corpus-based approach in enhancing the EFL high school
students’ English writing abilities. It seems that the corpus-based
approach can be applied to teaching writing for high school students to
write various kinds of paragraph writing such as opinion paragraphs,

process paragraphs, compare and contrast paragraphs, and cause and
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effect paragraphs. Most importantly, the local contents with corpus-
based approach can also be adopted for high school students as the
students have already gained general knowledge on their local

community so that they can continue their learning to write effectively.

Conclusion

Most high school students today face the difficulty of writing in
a pattern that follows a logical order and some have limited vocabulary
knowledge with a few words to their credit coupled with the limited
class time and it goes as far as they do not speak and practice English
language regularly at home. Using corpus material to mediate the
students’ writing ability, and grammar competence improvement, is the
main purpose of the present study. The results of this study indicated
that corpus materials, which is based on grammar learning, corpus-based
approach, and writing approach, are effective. It can help the students
use the correct words in their writing and correct the errors. Expectantly,
the results of this study will be helpful for high school teachers and
students in improving their grammar competence, and encourage
students to write in English. For recommendations, the EFL high school
teachers who are striving to develop their students’ writing abilities, the
corpus-based approach can be their choices of teaching methods as
suggested below.

1. EFL high school teachers should adopt the corpus-based
approach for teaching different kinds of paragraphs.

2. EFL high school teachers should integrate local contents
with corpus-based approach for teaching writing or speaking to provide
students with more opportunities to practice using productive skills

successfully.
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Abstract

The objectives of this research aim at: 1) developing
informational website of local traditions in Roi Et Province; 2) analyzing
the quality of the website from experts; 3) analyzing the users’
satisfaction on the informational website of the local tradition. It is a
quantitative research. The research tools are based on quality
assessment form and questionnaire. The sample consists of 100 tourists
selected by accidental sampling. The statistics for data analysis is mean,
percentage, standard deviation, and dependent t-test.

The results of this research show that 1) the website can be
developed to be practical accounted for 100%. 2) Quality analysis of the
informational website of the local tradition in Roi Et Province is
developed by an overview from experts, in the most appropriate
(X=4.51; S.D.=0.73). 3) Analysis of development of the website is overall

in the most satisfactory level (X=4.26; S.D.=0.64). The new body of

knowledge is that 1) the development of the website is compatible to
mobile websites and mobile apps. 2) It is a medium of communication
with  people which is modern, convenient, easy, and fast to

communicate.

Keywords: Development of Website; Informational Website;
Local Traditions in Roi Et
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to 1) to compare the learning
achievement of Prathomsuksa six students before and after strategies
taught by active learning approach; 2) to study problem-solving ability of
Prathomsuksa six students after strategies taught by active learning
approach; and 3) to study the opinions of Prathomsuksa six students
after strategies taught by active learning approach. The experimental
researches are implemented. The research instruments are: 1) lesson
plans; 2) before and after learning management test; 3) assessment test
for problem-solving ability development; and 4) questionnaire of
Prathomsuksa six students. The data are analyzed by the percentage (%),

mean (X), standard deviation (S.D.), and content analysis.
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The results of the research found that 1) the comparison results
of the learning achievement of Prathomsuksa six students before and
after strategies taught by active learning approach are different. It is
statistically significant at the .05 level, with the results of after strategy
taught by active learning approach (X =13.85, S.D.=1.81) is higher than
the learning achievement of before strategy (X =8.53., S.D.=1.99); 2) the
results of the assessment of problem-solving ability individually after
strategy taught by active learning approach, overall, it is good level
(X=3.69, S.0.=0.58); 3) a study of the students’ opinions founds that the
favorite things are the educational equipment and learning management
system. But the students’ unfavorable things are insufficient time for
learning and the problem of group activities. The new body of
knowledge indicates that 1) the active learning approach is able to
develop the learning achievement of history course. As this result, it is
an appropriate approach to apply for other educational departments
and grades in order to develop the learning achievement of students; 2)
this approach is able to develop the problem-solving ability properly
and it is appropriate for other courses and grades further; and 3) this is
both of advantages and limitations of approach which has to adjust

learning activities to appropriate for learning environment.

Keywords: Problem-solving Thinking; Active Learning Approach;
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Abstract

The purposes of this research are 1) to develop Thai literature
learning model by applying the constructivism and cooperative learning
to enhance the 21 century skills of Mattayomsuksa 6 students; 2) to
study the results of Thai literature learning; and 3) to study the attitudes
towards Thai literature model. This research is based on research and
development (R&D) process. The key informants are the current 40
Mattayomsuksa 6 students of Klaeng “Wittayasathaworn” School. The
research methodologies consist of 1) Thai Literature Achievement Forms;
2) Critical Thinking and Problem-solving Skill Forms; 3) Evaluation Forms
on Ability of Creating an Innovation, Communication of Information, and
Media Awareness; 4) Cooperative Behavior, Team Working, Leadership,
Loving-kindness, Compassion, Disciplines, Morality, Ethics; and 5) Attitude
Form towards Thai Literature. The statistical analysis is conducted by

using mean, standard deviation, and t-test dependent samples.
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The results of research are as follows: 1) Thai literature model
consists of five principles, objectives, and learning processes, including
evaluation, teachers’ and students’ roles in assessment; 2) the results of
the use of Thai literature reveal that achievement on Thai literature, and
critical thinking and problem solving skills after learning are significantly
higher than that of before learning at .05 level and the 21° century skills
are the most in ranking criteria; 3) the attitudes of students are at very
good level. The new body of knowledge is the constructivism and
cooperative learning which both of learning theories can respond to Thai

literature learning and to enhance the 21% century skills.

Keywords: Thai Literature Learning Model; Constructivism; Cooperative
Learning; 21° Century Skills
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Abstract

This article aims to study the meaning of Buddhist amulets, the
online amulets business and its suitability in the contemporary Thai
society. It is found that the so called Buddhist amulets are auspicious,
sacred objects made of metals or mud with a small size suitable to hang
on neck or easily bring. The amulets are believed to be spiritually
refuges, to help protection and enhance charming. The information
technology at present leads to the so called online amulets business
such as live broadcasting on website, namely Amulet24.com with full
services of selling and buying including the postal delivery. For the
purpose of economics, it can be an economic boot. For the religion, the
amulets can be used as the mental refuge. For the tradition, making
amulets and hanging them on necks are a Thai tradition. It can be said
that the online amulets business is wildly agreed and allowed as to be a
source of learning and spreading what Thai Buddhists believe as well as

reflecting their uniqueness.

Keywords: Buddhist Amulets; Online Business; Buddhist Commerce;
Belief
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Abstract

This article aims to present the usage of Thai language for
communication in class presentation of students who study in the Thai
language for communication course at Loei Rajabhat University. This
study is to analyze the usage of Thai language through class presentation
of the students which is prepared for smooth and correct grammar. The
result of the study finding the problems is as follows: 1) lack of meeting
planning; 2) lack of understanding of the presentation contexts; 3) lack
of greeting or introducing themselves; 4) lack of content arrangement.
For problem-solution approach, it is divided into four aspects in the
following: 1) having a meeting planning; 2) make understand the
presentation contexts such as number of audiences, time of
presentation, media for using in the classroom, and dressing; 3) greeting
and introduction; and 4) analyzing the content of presentation such as
contents, speaking in simple and correct grammar, usage the
accompanying gesture in contents, and rehearsing the class presentation.
The new body of knowledge consists of two groups: 1) internal
communication that is related to first and second aspects; 2) external

communication that is the third and fourth aspects.

Keywords: Using of Thai Language; Thai for Communication;
Communication in Class Presentation
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Abstract

From ancient times to the present day, ultimate criminal
punishment, also known as the death penalty, has been employed to
destroy a condemned person. Such an act breaches human rights and
human dignity, which every human being has the right to live and the
capital punishment should be abolished. In criminology the codes
dealing with criminal offenders’ punishment consider the capital
punishment is considered as retribution and deterrence of committing
future crimes.

The objective of this article is to take ethical arguments about
capital punishment into consideration by revealing an argument
between the supporters and the opponents. The ethical issues are
determined by two important western ethical theories. The supporters
of the death penalty believe that capital punishment is better than
imprisonment as an essential tool for judicial process and prevention of
crimes by which crimes can be deterred in relation to utilitarianism by
John Stuart Mill. The opponents, however, contend that every human
being has rights and dignity and that death penalty is inhumane; taking
life is wrong in all cases regardless of how great the benefits are. This
follows Immanuel Kant’s reasoning of absolutism. Meanwhile, Buddhist
ethics, which form the basis of the Thais’ ethical behavior in Thai
society, can be utilized as one of the criteria as well. A new body of
knowledge is that the concept of death penalty is no conflict with
Buddhist approach, especially the five precepts which are the principle

to support the reasonable justice under the condition of law of Karma.
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Abstract

Dhammadutas have the important role and duty to propagate
the Dhamma. They are the readers to rehabilitate Buddhism, support the
learning, and create unity of society by using the Buddhist teachings as
the tool for development. Furthermore, they are the representatives of
the Buddha to do social work in Thai and abroad. Therefore, the roles
for propagating Buddhism of Dhammaduta have to follow the model of
Dhammadutas in Buddha’s lifetime and after his life which is divided
into nine missionaries in the reign of Emperor Ashoka. Nowadays
Dhammatotas’ duties are developed as the Nine Diplomatic Mission
Divisions which are emphasized on six aspects of social work so called
Administration of the Thai Sangha. In addition, they have to apply
modern technology for maintaining Buddhist age forever. It is for benefit
and happiness to people in the world according to their capabilities with
the principles of Dhamavinaya. The new body of knowledge indicates
that 1) adherence to traditional principles in the Buddhist era and the
reign of Emperor Ashoka; 2) development of organizational model called
Buddhist Missionary Monk Division related to the reign of Emperor
Ashoka; and 3) the Administration of Thai Sangha into six aspects is the

framework of the missionary work under the Sangha Acts.

Keywords: Role; Duty; Dhammaduta; Buddhist Missionary Monk;

Missionary
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Abstract

This article is entitled to analyze a relationship between the
knowledge and the narrative of Jean-Francois Lyotard. He has suggested
that the little narratives as religion and culture are important which
show the source of knowledge and human value from the fact in a
different situation. However, he has rejected the knowledge which
comes from the verification by sense observation such as the sciences.
By the way, it has been complained that such knowledge is correct and
universal but it is closed searching for the other knowledge and
goodwill. He has viewed that the science is the grand narrative
controlling and reducing some value in human. In this case, the author
agrees with his assumption to discuss about the little narrative but do
not agree that he has rejected the scientific knowledge definitively
because it is able to take responsibility as epistemology to solve the
problem in fact. On the other hand, in views of Buddhist Philosophy if it
is considered by the narrative of the blind catching an elephant that
there is no absolute knowledge of narrative, so both little and grand
narratives are necessary to present in pair for integrating the knowledge
because both are able to take everyone to understand the truth. The
new body of knowledge indicates that 1) knowledge and narrative are
related to each other as the cause and effect; 2) both types of narratives
rely on each other to achieve the most accurate realization of

knowledge. The rejection of the grand narrative by Lyotard can lead to a
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lack of access to knowledge; 3) the relation between two narratives can
be considered through the perspective of Theravada Buddhist
Philosophy on a narrative of the blind catching an elephant which is an

access to knowledge as a middle path and a modern hermeneutics.
Keywords: Concept; Knowledge; Grand Narrative; Jean-Francois Lyotard
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Abstract

This article aims to solve the problem of Thai pronunciation of
‘ro’, ‘lo’, and diphthongs in speaking and writing skills through study the
causes and solution approaches of using the incorrect words of Thai
youths. The causes of problem are related to social behavior into four
groups in the followings: 1) speakers’ or teenagers’ group followed
friends; 2) imitated group followed favorite stars’ voice; 3) family group;
4) silent reading group. The problem-solution approaches consist of four
aspects: 1) searching a Thai using prototype that is able to demonstrate;
2) creating the faith in using Thai; 3) training or doing the exercise; 4)
finding to stages to gain an experience. The trainings of language skill to
understand grammatical rules consist of eight forms: 1) to remind the
meanings of the words; 2) to pronounce the sentences or poems; 3) to
evaluate the pronunciation correctly by friends; 4) to sing a song
properly; 5) to record voice message; 6) to be actor in a drama; 7) to use
instruments for training; 8) to use the pronounceable forms; and 9) to
train to be expert. All are to solve the problems of Thai youths so that
they are able to pay the roles and responsibilities as a Thai citizen to
maintain the heritage of language forever. The new body of knowledge
indicates that the youths have to consider in the followings: 1) the
words as particular meanings; 2) the words as homonyms but different
meanings; and 3) the words as pronunciation incorrectly make people
misunderstood.

Keywords: Thai Pronunciations; Diphthongs; Thai Youths
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Abstract

This article aims to propose the various prophecy forms that are
associated with the beliefs of the Naga serpent in case study of the
Kham Chanot area which is classified as a sacred area according to local
beliefs. The data is collected by studying the related documents,
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interviewing, and observing the Kham Chanot Community. The results of
the study found that local beliefs directly affected the culture of
divination, making blessings, and gambling. These are the material
cultures related to various forms of divination which directly affect the
economy of the Kham Chanot Community. It is also found that in this
area is concerned with the beliefs of Naga serpents and prophecy which
is divided into 3 forms: 1) to make a bet for a lucky number from the
sacred tree; 2) to make a chance by stroking a gong in prayer with
grandfather, Srisuttho Naga and grandmother, Sripatumma Naga; 3) to
make a fortune by hitting the shaken rock or Naga Egg and then compare
it with the prophecy of merit and fortune according to the colors of Phet

Naga contained within the shaken rock or Naga Egg.
Keywords: Naga Belief; Prophecy; Sacred Area; Kham Chanot
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