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Abstract

This research article aims to analyze tie-dyeing techniques of
Khok Kham Tie-Dye, develop contemporary cultural products for
international appeal, and promote awareness to preserve and pass on
national handicraft wisdom. This study employs qualitative research
methods, including in-depth interview, focus group discussion,
preliminary satisfaction assessment, participant observation, and field
study at Ban Khok Kham natural dye community enterprise in Samut
Sakhon Province, the only learning center in the area using naturally
extracted dyes. Data is collected from 20 key informants. Data analysis
involves fieldwork, focus group discussion, workshop, and in-depth
interview with the key informants.

The findings reveal that Khok Kham Tie-Dye possesses a distinct
identity characterized by a hot dyeing technique, which ensures superior

color fastness. The pigments are extracted from local mangrove flora,
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specifically the bark of the mangrove tree (Rhizophora Apiculata),
yielding deep brown to charcoal grey tones, and the Nypa Palm (Nypa
Fruticans), providing warm yellow-brown hues. Product development
under the brand ‘Khok Kham KIDs’ transforms traditional handicrafts into
contemporary lifestyle goods such as modern apparel for children and
adults, accessories, and home decors. These products integrate
provincial identity motifs, including the ‘“Mahachai Betta Fish.’
Furthermore, the research introduces innovative template tools made
from acrylic and metal to overcome time constraints and enhance the
precision of intricate patterns. Dissemination of these results through an
exhibition at the Bangkok Art and Culture Centre (BACC) demonstrates
high levels of visitor satisfaction regarding creativity and presentation,
particularly among the youth and new generation. However, the study
results indicate that consumers have a strong desire to gain insightful
information through storytelling and are most likely to shift their
behavior towards seeking direct experiences through experiential
learning activities or workshops. These conclusions provide a strategic
framework for evolving Khok Kham Tie-Dye into a creative industry that
sustainably bridges traditional livelihoods with modern social contexts.
This is connected to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
particularly Goal 12 and Goal 14.

Keywords: Tie-Dye; Creative Economy; Soft Power; Contemporary

Products; Wisdom
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