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Abstract

This research aims to 1) to study the conditions and
characteristics of local political power base construction in Nakhon
Ratchasima Province, 2. to analyze the networks and mechanisms that
influence the creation and maintenance of local political power bases in
Nakhon Ratchasima Province, and 3. to propose guidelines for
developing a strong, transparent, and sustainable local political system
in Nakhon Ratchasima Province that fosters public participation. This
qualitative research employs interviews with 30 key informants from five
groups. Data is analyzed using descriptive content analysis.

The research findings reveal that 1) the nature and characteristics
of the creation of local political power bases in Nakhon Ratchasima
Province are characterized by a socio-political process linking local
leaders and citizens through a patronage relationship. This reflects the
continuity of traditional political culture alongside changes in modern
political structures at the local level. 2) Local political networks and
mechanisms in Nakhon Ratchasima Province are complex and
interconnected at multiple levels, from the community, village, and
local administrative organization levels to the provincial and national
levels. These networks serve as key mechanisms for building, supporting,

and maintaining local political power bases. 3) Guidelines for developing
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the local political system in Nakhon Ratchasima Province require an
integrated approach across multiple dimensions to strengthen
transparency and sustainability. This includes five key aspects:
1) developing quality and ethical local political leaders, 2) enhancing
transparency and oversight mechanisms in the local administration
system, 3) promoting public participation at all levels of the political
process, 4) building multilateral political cooperation networks, and
5) developing a participatory and sustainable political culture. The body
of knowledge indicates guidelines for the development of the local

political system in Nakhon Ratchasima Province.
Keywords: Political Power; Political System; Local Politics
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