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Abstract

This research aims to investigate the legendary identities of
Phipun District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. This qualitative research
employs the following instruments: in-depth interviews, non-participant
and participant observations, and focus group guidelines. The study
covers five sub-districts in Phipun District: Phipun, Khao Phra, Yang Khom,
Kathun, and Khuan Klang. Key informants are selected from residents
who have lived in the area for at least 20 years, 40 years of age or older,
identified as local wisdom holders, community leaders or individuals
knowledgeable about local legends. Data are collected from 30
participants via interviews and 8 participants via focus group discussions.
The data are analyzed using content analysis.

The findings reveal that the identity of the legends is manifested
in four distinct aspects. 1) Traditional identity highlights that the Buddha
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image procession (Lak Phra) in the fifth lunar month possesses a unique
identity formed by merging religious faith with an ingenious community-
based solution. The tradition originates from legends regarding the
procession to drive away tigers and protect villagers from wild beasts,
reflecting local history and faith in the sacred during the transition of the
Thai New Year. 2) Identity of belief in Sacred Powers characterizes the
specific nature of the community and functions as a vital mechanism for
sustainably preserving and transmitting local culture and wisdom. 3)
Identity of belief in Buddhism, social devotion, and community history is
reflected in legends concerning renowned Buddhist monks, which
demonstrate deep-rooted faith in Buddhism and self-sacrifice for the
betterment of society; these are crucial elements in establishing the
area's unique identity and culture. 4) Ritualistic identity is observed in
the practices of making vows and fulfilling vowed offerings upon the
fulfillment of desires, serving as expressions of respect for promises and
gratitude toward sacred entities. The identity of these legends is forged
through an amalgamation of beliefs in the sacred, local wisdom, and
culture, with temples serving as the spiritual and historical center.
Consequently, these legends reflect collective thought, explaining
natural phenomena and the origins of various entities through the lens
of local ways of life and historical events. The knowledge gained from
this research suggests that legendary identity, shaped through the
integration of sacred beliefs, local wisdom, and culture, plays a
significant role in the sustainable preservation and transmission of local
cultural heritage. This is expressed through traditions, Buddhist faith, and
ritual practices that embody social dedication and reverence for the

sacred.

Keywords: Identity; Legend; Ritual; Belief
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