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Abstract

This research article aims to 1) study the potential of
communities and social capital, 2) analyze the current situations,
supporting factors, and obstacle factors driving grassroots economics, 3)
propose guidelines for developing the potential of communities, and 4)
develop a model for developing the community. This study employs a
qualitative research approach. The 25 key informants consist of
community leaders, representatives of government agencies, community
organizations, community scholars, entrepreneurs, and people. The
research instruments include an interview guide, an observation form,
and focus group discussion guideline. Content analysis is used to analyze
the data.

The research results are as follows: 1) the potential of
communities and social capital: the Khao Din Sub-district community has

a strong foundation from a variety of social capital, including natural
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resource capital, human capital, social capital, cultural capital, and
organizational capital. 2) The current situations of community perform
economic activities through community enterprise groups as the center,
including using natural and cultural capitals. The supporting factors are
community cooperation, government networks, and the use of basic
technology in production. The obstacle factors are lack of marketing
knowledge, group management system, and investment budget. 3) The
approaches to developing community potential include promoting
organic production, adding value to products, establishing community
learning centers, promoting community-based tourism, and developing
collaborative networks. 4) The community economic development of
KHODIN Model which is as followings: (1) K: knowledge and skill
strengthening, (2) H: holistic management, (3) O: organization networking
development, (4) D: development driven by community identity, (5) I:
applying innovation, and (6) N: natural sustainability. The knowledge
gained from the research is a sustainable grassroots economic
development model which covers 6 main components: 1) knowledge
and innovation creation, 2) holistic management, 3) organizational
network development, 4) community driven by community identity, 5)
the use of modern innovation, and 6) friendly development of
environment. The research indicates that Khao Din Sub-district has strong
social capital potential that can sustainably drive the grassroots
economics. It is recommended to promote the creation of knowledge in
marketing and group management alongside the development of diverse

distribution channels.

Keywords: Community Potential; Sustainable Development; Grassroots
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