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Abstract

This research article aims to 1) study the potential and capacity
of temples to support tourism, 2) develop eco-cultural tourism activities
in the temple, and 3) elevate temples and communities into eco-
cultural tourism in Sri Prachan District, Suphan Buri Province. The study
employ qualitative research methodology by using participatory action
research. The tools consist of interview form, focus group discussion
guideline, and tourist activity development practice forms. The data are
collected from 20 key informants for interview and 15 for focus group
discussion and then analyze the data through content analysis.

The findings reveal that 1) temples in Sri Prachan District have
high potential as eco-cultural tourism destinations due to their religious,
cultural, and natural heritage. Five temples are selected as pilot sites:
Wat Phang Muang, Wat Ban Krang, Wat Theren Phlai, Wat Chan, and Wat

Don Buppharam. 2) The tourism activities are developed align with the
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unique characteristics of each temple, including “Eco-Dharma Walk” at
Wat Phang Muang to promote meditation in nature, “Following the
Historical Trail of Phra Ban Krang” at Wat Ban Krang to learn about
Buddhist arts and local heritages, “Enter the Temple, Purify the Mind” at
Wat Theren Phlai for meditation retreats and digital detox, “Local
Wisdom Learning Camp” at Wat Chan to preserve traditional
craftsmanship, and “Meditation with the Four Directions of Dhamma” at
Wat Don Buppharam, which offers diverse meditation practices.
3) Upgrading temples and communities as sustainable tourist attractions
by (1) developing infrastructure and facilities, (2) integrating tourism into
the community economy, and (3) developing public relations and
marketing systems through the development of websites and Sri Prachan
tourism Apps. The knowledge from the research is the Sri Prachan
cultural ecotourism model, which includes promoting Dharma practice,
preserving cultures and ancient sites, developing environmentally
friendly tourist attractions, supporting the role of the community, and

using digital technology to expand tourism marketing.
Keywords: Temple Tourism; Eco-culture; Eco-cultural Tourism
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