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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to study the concepts and
methods of Buddhism and local wisdom into the conservation,
utilization, and benefit sharing of community forests, to study the forms
of Buddhism and local wisdom, and to synthesize this knowledge
regarding the conservation, utilization, and benefit sharing of community
forests in the Ing Basin, Phayao and Chiang Rai Provinces. The key
informants consist of 30 individuals, including community leaders,
community forest committee members, officials from state and private
agencies, and executives and staff of local government organizations.
The study areas are 1) Ban Bua, Ban Tun Subdistrict, Mueang District,
Phayao Province; 2) Ban Pi, Wiang Subdistrict, Chiang Kham District,
Phayao Province; and 3) Ban Bun Rueang, Bun Rueang Subdistrict, Chiang

Khong District, Chiang Rai Province. The data analysis employs content
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analysis principles by methodically categorizing data in order to establish
linkages between different data sets and draw conclusions from data.
The findings are as follows: the concepts and methods of
Buddhism and local wisdom regarding conservation, utilization, and
benefit sharing of community forests are based on the principles of
sustainable forest resource management in three areas: (1) wise use,
(2) rehabilitation of degraded resources, and (3) retention and sharing. All
three communities share similar forms of conservation, namely the
Forest and Tree Ordination Ceremony, the River Life Prolonging
Ceremony (Sueb Chata), and the Spirit of the Watershed Worship
Ceremony (Liang Phi Khun Nam). These practices involve beliefs in forest
and mountain spirits, as well as the application of new knowledge such
as firebreak construction, firefighting, reforestation, local seedling
propagation, and the establishment of committees and regulations for
community forest management. The knowledge of Buddhism consists of
(1) Buddhist doctrine (Dhamma), (2) religious persons, and (3) religious
ceremonies. The knowledge of local wisdom consists of (1) beliefs
regarding ghosts and taboos, (2) new knowledge, (3) rituals, and

(4) customs or practices.

Keywords: Buddhist Knowledge; Local Wisdom; Conservation;

Utilization and Benefit Sharing; Community Forest
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