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Abstract

This research article aims to 1) examine the current situation and
needs for developing students' career skills using a community-based
approach and 2) develop and validate a model for career skills
development of students through community-based learning. This study
employs research and development methodology using a mixed-

method approach, divided into three phases. Phase 1 involves surveying
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current conditions and needs using questionnaires with 237 participants
including school administrators, teachers responsible for career skill
development projects, and school board members. Data are analyzed
using mean and standard deviation. Phase 2 focuses on model
development, employing connoisseurship through expert seminars with
9 specialists. Data are analyzed using content analysis. Phase 3 verifies
the model with 10 experienced practitioners in career-oriented
education through focus group discussion. Data are also analyzed using
content analysis.

The findings reveal that 1) the needs assessment using the
Priority Needs Index (PNl ogisied) reveals the most needed career skills
including digital technology skills, work process skills, problem-solving
skills, management skills, inquiry skills, flexibility and adaptability skills,
and communication and relationship skills. Regarding the career skill
development process using a community-based approach, the
prioritized needs includes outcome assessment, reflection and
evaluation, implementation, revision, and planning. 2) The development
and validation of the model comprise five components: principles,
objectives, elements of career skills, implementation process, and
success conditions. The model is accurate, appropriate, beneficial, and
feasible for practical application in opportunity expansion schools. The
body of knowledge gained form this research article is the model for
career skills development of students through community-based
learning in opportunity expansion schools under Surat Thani Primary
Educational Service Area Office 3 which has five components: principles,
objectives, career skill elements, implementation steps, and conditions

for success.

Keywords: Career Skill Development, Community-based Learning;
Opportunity Expansion School
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