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Abstract

This research aims to 1) study the design of environmental
management systems in temples, 2) develop activities to drive the
environmental management system, and 3) evaluate the environmental
management system for elevating temples as eco-temple models in
Nakhon Pathom Province. The study employs mixed methods research.
Key informants include senior monks, temple committees, community
leaders, local residents, and environmental scholars. Data are collected
through interview/focus group discussion with 25 participants and
questionnaire/evaluation form from 100 sample respondents.

Quantitative data are analyzed using mean and standard deviation, while
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qualitative data are analyzed through categorization, interpretation, and
descriptive analysis.

The findings reveal three main aspects: 1) the effective
environmental management system comprise of five interrelated
components: environmental policy formulation, planning,
implementation, monitoring and correction, and review. The policy
component is established to directions aligned with temple contexts
and community needs; planning policies into concrete programs;
implementation required participation; monitoring enabled systematic
progress evaluation; and review facilitated continuous development. 2)
Activity development for waste management, energy conservation, water
management, green space conservation, and awareness-building through
Buddhist principle integration has successful factors which are based on
leadership commitment, participation, and effective monitoring systems.
3) Evaluation results found that the temple demonstrates high-level
implementation in policy and planning domains. GREEN activity
assessment shows operational progress in waste management, sanitation
facilities, nutrition, and energy sectors. Areas requiring development
include wastewater treatment systems, disability-accessible facilities,
energy-saving innovations, lighting measurement systems, and food
hygiene standards. Knowledge contribution indicates the GREEN TEMPLE
Model-an environmental management system for ecological temple
development through integration of Buddhist principles:
Apassenadhamma (non-attachment doctrine) as the decision-making and
implementation framework for environmental management, and
Sappaya principles targeting seven environmental development goals

across seven temple domains.

Keywords: Environmental Management; Nakhon Pathom Province;

Management System; Eco-temple
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