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Abstract

This research article consists of objectives in the followigs: 1) to
study Tai Tad people's way of life and socio-cultural characteristics and
2) to study Tai Tad people's ethnic maintenance in the context of ethnic
diversity. This qualitative research focuses on the field data collection
process through observation, survey, and interview with 45 key
informants which is selected by purposive sampling. The data are
analyzed by using the theoretical concepts of ethnic studies and ethnic
maintenance to answer the research objectives and then reporting the
results through descriptive approach.

The results indicate that Tai Tad people have history of moving
from Xishuangbanna, Yunnan Province, the People's Republic of China.
They believe in various ghost types that controlled the behavior and
relationships of people in the group. They have their own ways of life,
languages, beliefs, cultures, traditions, and self-sufficient lives which rely
on each other. Their food sources are based on community forest and
agriculture. Nowadays, under the ethnic diversity, Tai Tad people are
able to maintain their own cultural identity such as languages, beliefs,
traditions, and rituals. This research also reveals that Tai Tad people
have persevered their identity, even as they have adapted their culture
for tourism. They utilize their unique cultural resources to express their

identity in tourism in order to ensure their cultural identity remained
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distinct and assimilated by the local mainstream society. Furthermore,
the Tai Tad people harmoniously adapt into mainstream culture which
led to their registration as the ninth ethnic group in Nakhon Phanom
Province. It would have a long-term positive impact on the provincial

tourism economy.
Keywords: Ethnicity; Tai Tad; Ethnic Diversity
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