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Abstract

The objectives of this research are 1) to study the context and to
assess the potential of biodiversity-based tourist attractions; 2) to study
the needs of Thai tourists in the biodiversity-based tourism; and 3) to
create biodiversity-based tourism routes of Nam Kian Community,
Phuphiang District, Nan Province in order to raise the level of community
economic development. It is a mixed research which consists of 2 groups
of key informants for a qualitative research: 1) 30 people in Nan Province
and 2) 3 experts selected by purposive sampling. For a quantitative
research, it consists of 30 Thai tourists in the Nam Kian Community
selected by a convenience sampling. The research tools consist of an in-
depth interview form and biodiversity-based tourism potential assessment

form, questionnaire, and focus group discussion which are analyzed by
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using content analysis and descriptive statistic through mean and standard
deviation.

The results show that 1) tourism affected the income-generating
economy to locality and people involved with the conservation of
biodiversity together with tourists. However, tourist attractions in Nan
Province have the potential to develop as biodiversity-based tourist
destination from moderate to very high level. 2) The needs for Thai
tourists in the development biodiversity-based tourist attractions are in
overall, at a high level (X=3.50; S.D.=0.68). 3) The biodiversity-based
tourism route is the mechanism to expand the strong community
networks to drive the utilization of biodiversity resources as products
and services to attract tourists to visit on a wide range. The body of
knowledge is that tourism can rely on local resources to bring maximum
benefits to communities based on sustainable tourism. In addition,
tourists have also been expressed their appreciation, the needs for
conservation, awareness, and learning between tourists and tourist
communities on the basis of natural resources on biodiversity and local

wisdom.

Keywords: Biodiversity-based Tourism; Community Economy; Tourist

Route; Nan Province
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