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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to study women’s roles in
political participation, to study the problems and obstacles of women’s
roles in political participation, and to analyze the application of Buddhist
principle to develop the women’s roles in political participation in
Lampang Province. The study employs a qualitative research approach
with in-depth interview with 2 1 key informants who are selected by
purposive sampling and consisted of women whom are the political and
Buddhist academicians, politicians, chiefs of government and private
sectors, and community leaders. After collecting the data it is analyzed
by using inductive technique and interpretative method in order to
reach the conclusion.

Findings of the research are as follows: 1) women’s roles in
political participation of Lampang Province found that the women have
shown more talent and encouraged themselves to play a role in rights
of freedom, and praised for more equal rights with men. 2 ) The
problems and obstacles of women's role in political participation in
Lampang Province mostly appears in family as a housewife but this
status is weak and causes unreliability. 3 ) The integration of four
Sangahavatthus to develop the roles in political participation of women

to be sensitive through Dana, knowing how to give and sacrifice others;
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Piyavaca, knowing how to use polite and useful words in suitable time;
Atthacariya, knowing how to help people, behave for the benefit of
oneself and others as well as being consistent; and Samanattata,
knowing how to adhere to correctness, impartiality, creating equality,
and good behavior consistently. The body of knowledge of this research
shows that women are unique characteristic, delicate minded, voluntary,
and sacrificed according to Buddhist principle which promote them to

have more role in political participation.
Keywords: Women’s Roles; Political Participation; Lampang Province
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