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Abstract

The objectives of this research are as follows: 1) to study an
apocalypse, belief, and use of Sompoy in Lanna rituals; and 2) to study
the ritual, value, and symbolic interpretation of the ritual of using
Sompoy in Lanna. It is a qualitative research using tools such as the
study of documents and in-depth interview with a group of 16 key
informants to analyze the rituals, values, and symbols of using Sompoy
in Lanna culture.

The results of study indicate that 1) Sompoy is the local wisdom
that to be applied in the rituals of life from birth until death. It is a
sacred plant and herb used for religious ceremonies, to be used for
showing respect, to expulse of evil and bring goodness purity to oneself
and others; and 2) Sompoy is applied in Buddhist ritual reflects the
values of beliefs in Lanna in the followings: (1) to use Sompoy in
inauspicious rituals; (2) to use in auspicious ceremony; (3) to use for
showing respect; (4) to use in superstitious rituals; and (5) to use for
cleaning the gifts to be pure. In addition, symbolic interpretation of the
ritual of using Sompoy in Lanna is as symbolic value followings: (1) the
interpretation of the belief; (2) the interpretation of local wisdom; (3)
interpretation of rituals; and (4) interpretation of doctrines in order to
teach Buddhists for understanding of sin, merit, and preserving the
goodness. The body of knowledge indicates that the apocalypse, beliefs,
and idiosyncratic values have arose from fears and beliefs that reflect
physical, mental, and social values and have been passed down to the

present.
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