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Abstract

The three objectives of this study are as follows: 1) to study the
concepts and roles of forest conservation of Buddhist monks; 2) to study
the biography and work experiences of Phraratchachindanayok in the
conservation of forest resources in Lampang Province; and 3) to study the
roles and achievements in the conservation of forest resources in Lampang
Province of Phraratchachindanayok. This research is qualitative study and
the tools of study are based on documentary data, observation, and in-
depth interview to a group of leader monks in order to analyze the
contents of roles and achievements in conservation of forest resources
in Lampang Province.

The results of study found that 1) the concepts and roles of
monks’ conservation of forest resources rely on mutual support through
various roles, namely the roles of raising awareness, Sangha
administrative, public relations, coordination with government agencies
and people, preventing shifting invasion, deforestation prevention, and
forest restoration; 2) Phraratchachindanayok’s workings are concerned
with missionary work, administration, public utility, public service, and
welfare education; 3) the roles and achievements in the conservation of

forest resources are a position of Sangha administrative and leadership.
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The achievements are as follows: the increasing of forest area,
coordination with government agencies and communities to protect,
preserve, and cultivate forest conservation awareness. The new body of
knowledge indicates that the roles and achievement are due to two
factors which are 1) practicing/Dhamma Vinaya and 2) community
lifestyles. For these reasons it has to be aware of forest resources into
three aspects: empathy, gratitude, and balance of nature which requires
the monks to integrate with the social beliefs to realize the conservation

of natural resources.

Keywords: Monk; Conservation; Forest Resource;
Phraratchachindanayok
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