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Abstract

From ancient times to the present day, ultimate criminal
punishment, also known as the death penalty, has been employed to
destroy a condemned person. Such an act breaches human rights and
human dignity, which every human being has the right to live and the
capital punishment should be abolished. In criminology the codes
dealing with criminal offenders’ punishment consider the capital
punishment is considered as retribution and deterrence of committing
future crimes.

The objective of this article is to take ethical arguments about
capital punishment into consideration by revealing an argument
between the supporters and the opponents. The ethical issues are
determined by two important western ethical theories. The supporters
of the death penalty believe that capital punishment is better than
imprisonment as an essential tool for judicial process and prevention of
crimes by which crimes can be deterred in relation to utilitarianism by
John Stuart Mill. The opponents, however, contend that every human
being has rights and dignity and that death penalty is inhumane; taking
life is wrong in all cases regardless of how great the benefits are. This
follows Immanuel Kant’s reasoning of absolutism. Meanwhile, Buddhist
ethics, which form the basis of the Thais’ ethical behavior in Thai
society, can be utilized as one of the criteria as well. A new body of
knowledge is that the concept of death penalty is no conflict with
Buddhist approach, especially the five precepts which are the principle

to support the reasonable justice under the condition of law of Karma.
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