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Abstract

This article aims to study the role of monks and politics in the
context of Thai Buddhism. The study is based on relevant documents
and researches. The results are found that the data of prohibition of
monks being involved in politics first occurred in 1974 and again in 1995,
with the expected effect of controlling monks on issues and political
participation. However, in the facts that appear in the concept of
Buddhism, there is no prohibition or rule in any way, only discipline does
not allow entering the army, or the four principals appeal to authority
that will be used as a basis for diagnosis of related issues. In terms of
history and politics in the past, many cases such as Phra Fang, Mahada,
Somdet Phra Ponnarat, Kruba Srivijaya, Phra Phimoldhama, Santi Asoke,
Buddhadasa  Bhikkhu, Kittiwutho  Bhikkhu, Phramaha  Aphichat
Punnawanno, and Phra Buddha Issara consist of the concepts and
circumstances of politics. Therefore, prohibition is a counterpoint to the
historical principles and facts, including the basic rights to perform

following the constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand.

Keywords: Buddhism and Politics; Buddhist Monks and Politics;
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