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Abstract

The research has three objectives: 1) to study the belief and rites
of funeral ceremony in Buddhism; 2) to study a form of the funeral
ceremony in Moon village; and 3) to analyze the causes and factors that
make changes to the funeral ceremony in Moon village. This research is
based on a documentary. The data presentation is based on description
to answer the objectives and research questions.

The results are that 1) the funeral ceremony in Buddhism has
been performing which based on simplicity and g¢ratitude to dead
people. The funeral ceremony in Lanna is divided into three classes of
people: (1) noblemen; (2) monks; and (3) common people. All
ceremonies are performed for the same purpose in order to transfer
their minds to a good place in the next life; 2) the activities of the
funeral ceremony in Moon village have two stages: (1) pre-funeral
ceremony; (2) post-funeral ceremony. These stages are properly
performed by people; 3) the analysis of change of Buddhists’ funeral
ceremony in Moon village is found that: first, people are selfish to
perform ceremony. They have the new value of facilitation rather than
unity. Second, they group together to gain the benefit from funeral
ceremony, such as working fund. In addition, leader monks of ceremony
have high education; the leaders of community have the background of
politics; the hosts of funeral ceremony want to perform activities for
social equality; and the cultural exchanges: all of these are the causes to

change the funeral ceremony in Moon village.

Keywords: Funeral Ceremony; Moon Village; Phayao Province
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