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Abstract

The objectives of this research article are to study as follows:
1) the history and the types of Buddhist sandstone sculpture; 2) the
concept of establishing Wiangphayao museum (Wat Lee); and 3) the
process of preservation of the Buddhist sandstone sculpture. This is a
documentary research by collecting data from texts, articles, research
reports, and dissertations. It is also a qualitative research by collecting
data from interviewing the Buddhist art scholars, archaeologists, and
local sages who know and have experiences to sculpt the sandstone.

The results are that the influence of Indian craftsmen had spread
to Khmers then had propagated to Phayao craftsmen. It has many types
of Buddhist sculptures, such as sandstone sculptures which are durable
materials. For the Wiangphayao museum, it was first established by
Venerable Phrawimonyanamuni, abbot of Wat Lee who collected the
Buddhist sculptures in his own monastery. The process of preservation
was managed properly. The Buddhist sculptures were maintained
according to Archaeological Site, Antique, and Artifact Act 2504 (B.E.)
(Revised). But some processes of preservation could not be performed
due to limited budget and skilled personnel.

However, the museum is managed by villagers as the committee
to preserve the ancient artworks. It also has guide training course for Wat
Lee devotees. This is the relationship between community and
monastery in Thai society which supports each other and drives the

power of community to maintain the Buddhist sandstone sculptures in
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museum. In addition, it benefits people who are interested to learn local

wisdom of the ancestor.

Keywords: Buddhist Sculpture; Sandstone Sculpture; Wiangphayao
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