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Abstract

The Ordination of Bhikkhunis in Thai Society: Integrating Buddhist Ethics
with Universal Human Rights aimed to examine Buddhist ethics and the monastic
discipline (Vinaya) concerning female ordination. This qualitative study utilized
documentary research and observation to synthesize knowledge and bridge the

n

gap between "religious tradition" and "modern equality." The findings revealed
that the core of the issue lies in a clash of value systems and the power of
interpretation. On one side, traditionalists adhered strictly to the dual-sangha
technicalities, effectively freezing the status of Bhikkhunis. On the other side,
reformists emphasized "Buddha’s intent" the inherent right to liberation for all
genders. Consequently, this research proposed an integration through
"Mahakaruna-Dhamma" (Great Compassion) to link Buddhist ethics with human
rights, grounded in human dignity and the equal "Buddha-nature" of all

individuals. By championing the principle that "Monastic Discipline must serve the

Dhamma," gender-based restrictions could be unlocked. This led to policy and
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legal recommendations on three levels: reforming the Sangha Act to align with
the Constitution and the CEDAW convention; restructuring ecclesiastical
governance toward "Pluralism" to embrace diversity; and promoting "Critical
Buddhism" within society to dismantle legal barriers and secure a dignified space
for female monastics. Ultimately, the research concluded that the recognition of
Bhikkhunis was not the destruction of tradition, but the fulfillment of the Fourfold
Assembly (Buddha-Parisa 4). Such integration would transform Thai Buddhism
from a state of conflict to mutual support, allowing it to stand gracefully on the
global stage and genuinely address justice in modern society.

Keywords: Bhikkhunis, Buddhist Ethics, Human Rights
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