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Abstract

This research article aims to (1) study the level of political socialization
and democratic political development, (2) examine the factors affecting
democratic political development, and (3) propose guidelines for democratic
political development among Generation Z students at Surin Rajabhat University.

Employing a mixed-methods approach, the quantitative component surveyed
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371 Generation Z students, selected through stratified random sampling based
on Taro Yamane’s formula. using a questionnaire with a reliability
coefficient of 0.957; data were analyzed through percentages, means, standard
deviations, Pearson’s correlation, and multiple regression. The qualitative
component involved in-depth interviews with 11 key informants selected
purposively, with findings analyzed using content analysis. Results indicated that
the overall level of political socialization was moderate (X = 3.09), with scores
for educational institutions (X = 3.74), mass media (X = 3.09), peer groups
(X =2.79), family (X =2.69), and religious institutions (X = 2.44). Similarly,
democratic political development was moderate (X = 3.45), with mean scores of
political stability (X = 3.86), democracy building (X = 3.49), political participation
(X = 3.30), and economic development (X = 3.16). The regression analysis
revealed a strong overall correlation (R =.866), with family (X;), educational
institutions (X3), and religious institutions (X4) significantly influencing political
development; these factors explained 65.60 percent of the variance (R? = .656,
F = 233.079). The predictive model in raw scores is : Y = 0.947 + .276(X,) +
.333(X3) + .213(X,), and in standardized scores : Zr = 0.947 + .378(X;) + .351(X,)
+ .315(X3). Based on these findings, the study recommends four strategies for
democratic political development among students : (1) fostering democratic
awareness through curricula and activities, (2) updating institutional regulations
to reflect contemporary needs, (3) creating accessible platforms for political
participation, and (4) promoting economic thinking and production-oriented
education.

Keywords: Political Development, Generation Z Students, Surindra Rajabhat

University
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