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Strategy of tourism sector of the Central Northeastern Region as Hub
to Greater Mekong Sub-region
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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the strategy of each sector within the
framework of ASEAN Tourism Strategic Plan 2011 - 2015 in order to put the framework
in an integrated manner into action plan for developing the Central Northeastern
Region to be the center in connecting the Greater Mekong Sub-region. This will boost
tourism in the Central Northeastern Region by promoting the activities that are
appropriate to local conditions, environment and culture as being the tourist
information center by focusing on the people in the area in having a role in
determining guidelines for various operations on their own in order to achieve strength
and sustainable development. The objectives of this research are as follows; 1) to
study and evaluate the potential of each sector that are the components in tourism
industry within the framework of ASEAN Tourism Strategic Plan 2011 - 2015, and 2) to
find ways to enhance and develop the tourism industry in the Central Northeastern
Region to support the ASEAN Community. The areas of study were 4 provinces in the
Central Northeastern Region consisting of Kalasin, Khon Kaen, Maha Sarakham and Roi
Et, using tourism clustering approach. This study used the exploratory qualitative
research to obtain preliminary information according to the purposes by collecting
data from questionnaires, in-depth interviews and focus groups of entrepreneurs in
various sectors, including quantitative research using the field survey research to
explore and collect information of tourist attractions and tourist behaviors from
questionnaires. The findings obtained from the analysis of the basic information and
environmental factors influencing the development of tourism potential and

capability in the areas of the Central Northeastern Region indicated the issues and
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development conditions that should be focused and need to be modified to enhance
level of capability of the provinces, and to be used as a framework to define the
strategy to develop the tourism in the Central Northeastern Region into the center in

connecting the Greater Mekong Sub-region.

Keywords: tourism, Central Northeastern Region, Greater Mekong Sub-region
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