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ABSTRACT

This research has two objectives which are 1) to study the past perfor-
mance and the prospective progress of tourism development on Samed Island
and 2) to propose a policy framework and strategic measures to develop sustain-
able tourism for Samed Island. The researcher has employed the qualitative re-
search method by taking documentary reviews, performing in-depth interviews

and doing participant and non-participant observations.

The research was found that the benefits and income distribution to lo-
cal communities are low. Local communities and private sector have low partici-
pation in tourism development. Tourism causes the change of society, lifestyle
and culture of local people as well as deteriorates natural resources and environ-
ment. The researcher proposes a policy framework for developing sustainable
tourism for Samed Island which consists of four facets: public management, eco-
nomic, social and cultural, and natural resources and environment. The strategic
issues and strategic measures are also proposed to serve all four facets of the

policy framework.

Keywords: tourism policy, sustainable tourism development, Samed Island
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