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Cultural Resources Management for Tourism
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Abstract

This research was aimed at studying and synthesizing critical issues from
research papers in central region of Thailand concerning with culture, develop-
ment linked with tourism promotion schemes. According to an ultimate goal of
development, culture has been utilized in accordance to tourism promotion as a
major tool for communities and governing authorities to stimulate economic
growth in local areas — then created both positive and negative impacts. Contents
in this research were divided into two parts — the first one was an overview con-
cepts and methodologies of research papers and the last one was some im-

portant remarks and suggestions for future work.

According to a review of research documents in fields of social sciences
on social and culture changes through theses, book and research articles, it has
illustrated adaptation of population toward development process and tourism
promotion derived from an emergence of modern transports, commercial agricul-
ture, industrialization, competition of modern markets and senses of nostalgia
among urban dwellers to be back into the ordinary way of lives. As a result, tradi-
tional culture of diverse Thai central region has been deteriorated or negatively
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changed. Even though lots of government’s project have seemed to create an
economic growth, it has also led to prominent conflicts among local residents.
Such issues have been commonly presented through several research papers and

have drawn significant levels of attention and public awareness.

In term of sustainable cultural resource management for tourism promo-
tion; on the one hand, tourism has been regarded as a useful tool for local cul-
ture preservation. But on the other hand, a major concern would focus on who
had the true rights to adapt or revitalize indigenous cultural identities and wheth-

er these efforts would lead to more conflicts in the future.

Keyword: Cultural resource management, tourism promotion, development
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