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Abstract

This research aims to: 1) explore history and
development of youth orchestras in Thailand; and 2)
analyse factors affecting the developmental processes of
music instruction of youth orchestras in Thailand. The
samples include: 1) four youth orchestras, namely Thai
Youth Orchestra, Siam Sinfonietta, Princess Galyani
Vadhana Institute of Music Youth Orchestra, and Silpakorn
Summer Music School Orchestra; and 2) sixteen experts,
four from each orchestra, holding major roles, including
orchestral managers, conductors, artist faculties and
former members of the orchestras. Research instruments
were comprised of: 1) data collecting and analysis forms;
and 2) interview forms for the orchestra experts. Methods
of analysis were conducted in accordance with data
specifications: 1) frequency distribution and descriptive
interpretation were employed for quantitative data; and 2)
content analysis (data category, comparison, interpretation
and induction) and grounded theory were employed for
qualitative data. Data analysis revealed factors affecting
the developmental processes of music instruction of youth
orchestras in Thailand.

Results indicated as follows:

1. History and development of youth orchestras
in Thailand were explored in three main points, namely
foundation of the orchestras, their objectives, and
categories. The study showed that although youth
orchestras in Thailand were founded on different context,
all of them shared their aims at developing musical skills
of their member. However, their musical instructions may
be varied depending on the expected levels of musical
excellence of their member.

. There were four principal factors affecting the
developmental processes of music instruction of youth
orchestras in Thailand, specifically: 1) Teachers - each
orchestra possessed similar qualifications and professional
experience of their teachers,
conductors who had prominent roles

however it was the
in orchestras’
activities and music instructions, teachers tended to work

under the conductors to facilitate rehearsals; 2) Students
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discrepancies in students’ musical skills between
orchestras had a major role in determining the direction of
musical instruction and contents; 3) Contents - musical
contents had direct relationships with the level of students’
musical skills and teachers’ method of instructions; 4)
Context for Learning (comprising of management, budget,
environment, and learning assessments) among them the
budget element was found indispensable to keep youth
orchestras running.

The achievement of musical instructions of the
youth orchestras was related to these four factors, which
in turn varied on their context and strategies of student
development. The student—centred teaching and learning

methods were the heart of the orchestra development.

Keywords: Factors Affecting, Music Instruction,
Youth Orchestra
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