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Abstract
Mulong is a Thai classical music piece which has been used among Thai musicians for developing
performance skills. Deaw mulong (mulong in solo idiom) for chakhe had 7 recognized versions including

Nangsanitbanlengkan (Lamiat Chittasewi), Prakhong Praphairat, Luangpraditpairoh (Sorn Sillapabanleng),
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Chang Sangdaoden, Nipha Aphaiwong, Pakorn Rodchangpeuan, and Saharat Chanchalerm. This research
used ethnomusicological and music analysis methodologies to study (1) the importance of mulong (2)
the transfering of culture within Thai classical music society reflected by mulong and (3) the idiomatic
renditions of mulong for chakhe. The etymology and history of mulong was studied through music and
historic literatures, and used to infer the origin of mulong. The idiomatic renditions of deaw mulong were
analyzed by adapting many Thai classical and western music analysis methods. Due to the irregular music
characteristics, Mulong was a crucial piece for developing performance and improvisatory skills of chakhe
players. Mulong and chingmulong were pieces from late Ayutthaya period, composed in samniang chawa
(Javanese accent). The word “mulong” is believed to be derived from an Austronesian multicultural
group and in the Rattanakosin period, mulong was arranged in many tap and reung suites and augmented
into many thao versions. Chingmulong was arranged in many deaw ranat-ek and chakhe versions.
Structurally, chingmulong consisted of 68 phrases (wak phleng) which were composed in 3 sections (A-B-C)
(A’-D-C’) (A”-E-F), followed by irregular melodic progression and periods. Regarding the idiomatic variations
for chakhe in chingmulong, idioms were generally based on the elements of thang khong (main melody)
and deviating from those elements would result in special melodic patterns or unusual intervallic motifs

followed by many idiomatic techniques.

Keywords: Mulong/ idom of chakhe
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