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Abstract

King Mongkut ascended the throne at the time of
the colonialism of the Western powers into Asia. He fore-
saw the perils of imperialism came along with the dis-
course, “The burden of the white man”, who aimed to rule
the ethnic inferior civilization. And he initiated the works of
modern politics (Political Modernization) to give the West-
ern powers had seemed to be modern nation state by the
use of culture as a “tool” by the two factors that made him
carry out royal policy change in Thailand to date were: 1)
internal factors: influence of Buddhism he had absorbed
during the past 27 years and entered in, 2) external fac-
tors: influence of the west whether modern science from
the missionaries and the impact of the Bowring Treaty with
both excitement and pressure. King Mongkut sent culture
as a tool through a process “Making the Western” (West-
ernization), improvement conservative (Neo - traditionlism)
and modern innovation (Industrialization). He was the be-
ginner and the center of a modern cultural strategy in imi-
tation of Western art as a major turning point, making the
West began to separate itself from the role and original art
from the art families. It was found that there were only one
remaining group, “Westerners” or “Western Artists” that in-
fluenced Western art step into Thailand and dominated
society. It indicated that Thailand was not a barbaric na-
tion. The Siam was the same as in Western culture.
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