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Abstract

“Mihrab” is an architectural structure in the wall of a
mosque which indicates the qgibla, the direction of the Kaaba in
Mecca, Saudi Arabia. In other words, it identifies the direction
that muslims face during their daily prayers (namaz). Therefore
mihrab can be assumed as the heart of the mosque as well as
the place of honor for praying to god in spiritual meaning. With
its significance, mihrab is the most decorated and beautiful
designed in every mosque. Mihrabs are varied in styles due to
the builder’'s concepts, sects, community and local identities.
According to archaeological evidences, the first mihrab in the
world is the mihrab of Nabawi mosque, the former home of
Prophet Muhammad, which was built around 707-709 AD by
an Umayyad prince. Mihrab of Nabawi mosque becomes original
for later mihrabs till present time. Nowadays though many
mosques have highly decorated mihrabs, their appearances
are simply than architectures of other religion. Above all, in
muslim view, mihrab is not only an architectural structure but

it is the center of their faith and the heart of the mosque.

Keywords : mihrab, mosque, Islamic architecture, Islamic art,
giblat
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