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Abstract
Cultural exhibitions, especially dying Thai-Melayu traditions, need to be developed if they are to
stay relevant in society. This study aims to explore the evolution of Thai-Melayu performances in the
border provinces in southern Thailand. They are categorized into seven forms: Mayong, Rong Ngeng,
Rong Ngeng Tunyong, Sumpeng, Dara, Sila, Deekayhulu through a research methodology which utilized
survey, interview, monitoring and group discussion methodologies. The result indicates that the

development of the Thai-Melayu performance is mainly affected by the following factors:

1. Performances that the leader of the group is an instructor, such as Rong Ngeng Tunyong,
Sila and Deekayhulu, continue to preserve the traditional form, albeit focusing on the innovation of
costume and its appeal and impart to younger generations. Because of this reason, these performances
always have performers of every age. Apart from that, Mayong can be categorized into two types 1.
Ritual Mayong closely resemble the tradition without any development 2. Entertainment Mayong, which
emphasizes the detail of costume and blends certain aspects of Nora into it. Both kinds are mainly
performed by experienced performers. It is noticeable that these performers are natives of Thai-Melayu

culture.

2. Performances in which the teacher or the senior is an instructor include: Rong Ngeng,
Sumpeng and Dara — they are taught in education institutes. They keep developing through time and
emphasize the beauty of the costume for the whole group. Most of the performers are Thai Buddhists

except the Dara which only exist in Thai-Melayu areas.

Keywords: Culture Evolution of Performances, Thai - Melayu’s Performances in Border Provinces in

Southern Thailand
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