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Abstract

This research was conducted to study: (a) situations and problems in teaching Thai poem reading and
(b) the desire of teachers to develop Thai poem reading methods and materials at the secondary school level
in Thailand. The participants were 100 secondary school teachers in Bangkok. Most teachers read Thai poems
to their students, and used tape cassettes and CDs as teaching materials. The students who could read the
Thai poems were asked to read them out loud to help the teachers. Thai poem reading was used for additional
activities, such as readings at special events or on Thai Language Days. It was also used in Thai poem reading
contests organized by Thai institutes, Thai performances or plays; and sometimes it was used in Students Club
activities. With respect to the teachers’ Thai poem reading abilities, it was found that all teachers participating
in this study could read Klon and Gap Yanee 11. They could not read well in Chan such as Sutulwigilita Chan

19 and Etisang Chan 20. Regarding Thai poem reading problems, it was found that the students did not see
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the importance of Thai poem reading and their interests in Thai poem reading was at the low level. Teachers’
problems related to their abilities to read Thai poems were at the intermediate level. It also was found that
problems related to teaching materials were at the low level. The teachers’ desires to improve themselves by
practice, to learn techniques in reading various kinds of poems, to participate in poem reading training programs
at least once a year, and to use CDs and VCDs in their classroom teaching were at the high level. The results

of this research study can be applied to teaching Thai poems in classrooms.

Keywords : teaching, Thai poem reading
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