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Abstract

The traditional folk songs serve as a form of recreation, a trace of historical events, and a narrative
of societal conditions. This study aimed to examine the cultural symbols presented in traditional folk
songs, specifically focusing on the songs " Pleang Play" and " Pleang Tonyong" of Pa Tong subdistrict. The
study also explored the societal changes influencing the preservation of traditional folk songs. It was
observed that these folk songs possess simple and flexible symbolic patterns, serving as narratives that
capture the distinctive characteristics of the community. The song, Pleang Play was sung during agricultural
activities and also performed as a lullaby. Additionally, Pleang Tonyong shared characteristics with dialogue
songs in that the lyrics combined southern Thai and Malaysian languages. Due to environmental conditions
and social factors, such as multi-religious changes and religious prohibitions, as well as the rapid urbanization

transformation occurring in Phuket, the existence of folk songs has dwindled significantly.
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