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Abstract

COVID-19 crisis has affected social and cultural changes, especially the cancellation of Chinese
New Year Ceremony in 2021 in Hatyai. Changes of the inheritances in family practice may cause shifted
values of the Chinese New Year among Hatyai people. This research aimed to study Chinese New Year
cultural tradition inheritance in Hat Yai District, Songkhla Province: comparison between before and during
COVID-19 Pandemic. Qualitative research method was used with in-depth interviews. Key informants were
20 Chinese Thai people in Hatyai. Results revealed that (1) There were some transformations in family
practice, reduction of family members in participating household Chinese New Year ritual, reduction of
offerings, and reduction of pilgrimage at Chinese religious places. (2) Some changes also occurred in public
organizations, the cancellation of free concerts and contest that gathered many people together, the

design of the ceremony for health, quickness, plainness for harmonizing with the governmental policy.

Keywords: Cultural tradition inheritance, Chinese New Year, Hat Yai
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