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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the roles and desirable qualification characteristics of cinematographers
in the Thai film industry. It employed a quantitative survey, using a 5-rating scale questionnaire as a tool
for collecting data from 243 participants who were film and video creators. It also used qualitative in-
depth interviews for collecting data from 8 key informants including directors, cinematographers, and
producers.

The findings indicated that cinematographers played a key role and had responsibilities in every
process of filmmaking from studying and understanding the scripts, cinematography, and visual storytelling
for the director’s goals, to suggestions on story editing, and color correction. The desirable qualification
characteristics of cinematographers consisted of hard skills and soft skills. The hard skills were (1) film
knowledge and cinematic language, (2) knowledge and cinematography skills, (3) artistic knowledge, (4)
knowing a wide range of movies, and (5) specialized knowledge and skills. The soft skills were (1)
interpersonal communication skills, (2) speculation of needs and understanding of the needs of others,

(3) management and planning skills, (4) teamwork skills, (5) problem-solving skills, and (6) creativity skills.

Keywords: Role, Characteristic Cinematographer, Director of Photography, Thai Film
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