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THE MOON : THE CONVEYANCE OF WISDOM IN THE JATAKA-ATTHAKATHA
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Abstract

This paper aims to study the metaphor of the moon as a literary technique used to convey the concept of wisdom
in the Jataka-atthakatha. The metaphor of the moon is found in 58 stories and can be classified into 4 types: the moon, the
moon co-occurred with the eclipse, the moon co-occurred with the sun, and the moon co-occurred with the sky. The moon
is used to represent the wisdom of the bodhisatta and the Buddha. It demonstrates that the bodhisatta has to overcome

all the defilements and ignorance in order to fulfill the perfection of wisdom with the aspiration to attain Buddhahood.

Keywords : the Jataka-atthakatha, The moon, wisdom
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