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Abstract

This study intended to investigate the metaphors
used to report political demonstrations in Thai newspapers,
and to analyze the concepts or notions of political
demonstrations for journalists by looking at the metaphors
that they used. The study was based on the Cognitive
Semantics Theory of Lakoff and Johnson (1980). The
data was collected from three daily newspapers including
Thairat, Siamrat, and Matichon from January, 2009 to May,
2010. The results showed that the word “opponent” was
used as a metaphor for the political demonstrators and
government officials, and “war” was used as a metaphor
for the political demonstration. Therefore, the metaphor
“Political Demonstration is War” was a reflection on the
concept or notions of journalists towards the demonstration.
The metaphors used for political demonstrations as
reported in Thai newspapers shows the relationshiop of
language and the concepts or notions of political of war.

Keywords : metaphor, political demonstration, the concepts
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