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Abstract
This research on characters and mascots design for the community that can express the kawaii
aesthetic has its aim 1) to study and analyze attributes that express the kawaiiness; 2) to investigate the

details and characteristics of the Japanese local mascots (Yuru-chara); 3) to analyze approaches to design
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the characters and mascots that express the kawaiiness, using the kawaii Japanese local mascots (Yuru-
chara) as a representative sample. The data collection process involves employing questionnaires with
the experts on character and mascot design, together with analyzing the literature and empirical evidence.

This research found that the kawaii is one of the aesthetic concepts of the Japanese culture.
This specific concept can be classified into 3 domains, namely, 1) the physical kawaii 2) the cultural
kawaii3) the general kawaii. The Japanese local mascots are modest, relaxed, and loveable characters,
which are mainly used for the local public relations.

To design the characters and mascots that expresses the kawaiiness, the design processes can
be done with the consideration of these 5 kawaii physical features as follows 1) childishness - using child-
like facial structures, 2) vulnerability - using rounded shapes or lines, 3) smallness - using child-like

proportion, 4) innocence - using childish or unpredictable postures, and 5) sweetness - using details that

give of characteristics of brightness or softness.

Keywords: Character, Mascot, Kawaii
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