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ABSTRACT

Thai-Phuan Symbols: “Study of Identity of The Thai-Phuan Community in The Central Region of

Thailand for The Purposes of Determining a Design Framework.”, aimed to study cultural identities of
Thai - Phuan cultural groups and to analyze the elements of Visual arts they employed that showed their
identities. These groups were in central provinces of Thailand.
According to the study of nineteen sample symbols of the organization operated by the Thai-Phuan
cultural groups and analyzed with 8 local wisdoms: 1) food, 2) dresses, 3) housing, 4) tradition, 5) language,
folklore and oral history, 6) jobs, 7) beliefs and rituals and 8) local arts, the result showed that these
groups of people tended to communicate their local wisdom in symbols: drawing lines, shapes and forms,
colors, designs and textures. It was best-known to use local legends with costumes and careers to design
their symbols.

The reduced elements of organic forms of the objects in the areas were used and drawing lines
were scarcely used. The use of shapes and forms, mostly human bodies, female shapes and male forms,
were meant to identify objects and activities existed. The symbols mostly were in round shape, uniting
all elements into one topic and the colors making them memorable and becoming representatives of
their groups. it was noticeable that 2-6 colors were used in one symbol. The symbols were parts of
corporate identities as follows. 1) Names, appearing in different aspects to identify the groups: (1.1) ‘Thai-

Phuan’ as a part of the organizations’ names, (1.2) the regions of the groups as parts of the organizations’
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names, (1.3) the activity of the organization as a part of the organizations’ names, (1.4) their languages
as part of the organizations’ names, (1.5) the groups’ customs as parts of the organizations’ names
2) Marks, comprising of shapes, forms and letters: (2.1) using letters in words or as acronyms (2.2) the mix
of shapes, forms and letters which adapting from shapes and forms of objects existing in the regions to
illustrate stories. For example, human outlines represent gender. Costumes represent careers in the
regions. Art items represent resources in the areas. Foods represent the locations of the regions. Shapes
of items represent activities in the areas, together with letters that spell the names of the organization.
3) Typography, appeared in the form of Thai letters (3.1) Typography which was designed to be similar
to Thai and Phuan letters (3.2) letters inspired by the surrounding location (3.3) letters inspired by the
activities in the areas (3.4) letters with and without heads.4) Colors, appearing in symbols with at least
two colors (4.1) color signature inspired by original colors of local objects, surrounding or traditional
activities  (4.2) color signature as newly defined to be the symbolic color of the organization. 5) Tag line,
appearing in information on location of the organization. 6) Signature patterns were adapted in order to

communicate diversely, but the universal symbol could not be created yet. The symbols were merely

reused on the packaging or promotion posters.

Keyword : Thai - Phuan, Symbols, Cultural Identity, Corporate Identity
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