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Abstract

This research has 3 objectives: firstly, to study the process behind the establishment of the
eco-museum in the Yaimom community; secondly, to explore the community’s capability in developing
the health tourism services and products based on the ecological capitals; lastly to synthesize the experience

of the Yaimom eco-museum and develop into the eco-museum model for Muslim community-based
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health tourism. In order to achieve these objectives, this work applies 3 qualitative research methods,
namely participant observations, in-depth interviews and focus group.

The main findings are as follows. First, the key actors behind the formation of the eco-museum
are a group of women and youth in the community. They utilize various community’s ecological resources,
be they natural, social and cultural, to develop the health tourism services and products in conformity
with the Islamic practices. Second, the eco-museum development enables the community to improve
its capability in utilizing and conserving the community’s ecological resources, and solving the community’s
problems such as deterioration of the ecological resources and economic hardship. In the long run,
the eco-museum can potentially contribute to the empowerment of the women and youth. Third,
the experience of the Yaimom eco-museum reflects the distinct characteristics from other models of
eco-museums. Instead of solely focusing on conservation of the ecological resources or utilization of resources
for economic purpose, the Yaimom community makes aptly use of the health tourism as a way to find
the balance between these two objectives. In another words, it tailors the eco-museum concept to fit

in the specific problems faced by the community. This, in turn, demonstrates the flexibility of using eco-

museum to tackle different ecological challenges under different socio-religious contexts.

Keywords: Eco-museum, Health Tourism, Muslim community, Trat Province
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