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Abstract
This qualitative research case study used in-depth interviews and a focus group to gather data on
Thai traditions and customs known as Heet 12 Kong 14 (Heet-Kong) in Chamsom Village, Prachinburi

Province. The purposes of this study were: 1) study the social changes affecting Heet-Kong, 2) explain Heet-



Kong in the context of current Thai society, and 3) examine the possibility of applying Heet-Kong to solve
social problems.

The Chamson community values Heet-Kong in terms of community unity, the warmth of the family,
and the regularity of the community. Heet-Kong’s relevance the Chamson community continues due to the
Buddhist religion, traditional beliefs, and the adaptability of Heet-Kong to social change. Heet-Kong has
changed because of constraints on Heet-Kong activities, limits on elders’ transfer of Heet-Kong wisdom,
encroachment of other cultures, and the changing roles of family members. Heet-Kong’s influence on village
life has declined due to: declines in the spirit of generosity in the community, changes in the roles of family
relationships, and a decline in the levels of respect displayed by villagers. To keep Heet-Kong relevant and
apply it to solving community problems requires following three strategies: unity strategy, conservation
strategy, and knowledge management strategy. Following these three strategies should enable Chamson
village to be an example of a “best practice community” in terms of using Heet-Kong custom and traditions,
allowing its adaption and continuing relevance to other communities in Thailand. A vibrant Heet-Kong

community may also assist in creating employment opportunities.

Keywords: Heet 12 and Kong 14 (Heet-Kong), social change, tradition, culture, customs
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