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Abstract

Rukkhatewada is one sacred god that is very well-known to Thai people. This means that Thai people
have long relied on Rukkhatewada. In spite of the fact that the majority of Thai people are Buddhists their
worship of Hinduism gods and deities is widely spread. The reason might be the big influence from South
Asia that brought to Thailand Hinduism and Buddhism long time ago. It is possible that the worship of
Rukkhatewada is from both faiths since Rukkhatewada has been mentioned by both of them. However, the
fact is that the worship of Rukkhatewada in Thai society has been influenced by the South East Asian belief
in ghosts or the doctrine of Holy Spirit since ancient time. Then, when both religious systems arrived later, the

ghosts have been synthesized as the religious sy6neretism which has worshiped as gods and deities.
Keywords : Rukkhatewada, Hinduism, Buddhisim, Spirits
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